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Economic Growth and Change of Agricultural and Fishing Population

Shigeru Havasiun and Takayuki Inouvi

The high economic growth expanded the demand for lTabor force, propelled to change
farmers and fishers to modern wage carners, and formed a nation-wide homogeneous labor
market. This phenomenon is clear especially in case of young labor force.

The decreasc of agricultural population remarkably proceeded, heads and successors
of houscholds moved out from agriculture and villages. FHowever, the young labor force
is secured to maintain the next generation of the household, in some types of villages and
some classes of farmers.

The classifying process of farmers has gone beyond the prewar trend of middle class
standardization to the separation to upper and lower classes which is a unprecedented
change in the Japanese agriculture.

On the other hand, the number of farm houscholds having a subsidiary business
increases, clean-off process of small size, part-time farmers does not proceed, the upward
tendency of farmers is weak, the formation of wealthy farmers is negligible, and the
decrease of number of farming households is not conspicuous——the strong resistance is
expressed against the optimal allocation of agricultural population required by the econo-
mic development.

The contraction of fishing population is progressing, the influence of economic growth
is strong especially in the fishing group having the high capital structure, so that the
classifying process is more remarkable in fishing industry than in agriculture. However,
the tendency of having a subsidiary business in fishers impedes the process of changing
to wage earners, makes unclear the classification.

In short, the high economic growth propelles the modern reorganization of backward
sectors through the change of demand-supply structure of labor force, & considerable

number of difficult problems appear in this process.
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Changes of Labor Mobility in Agriculture through
the Period of High Economic Growth of Japan

Yuichi MINAKAWA

Accompanying the High Economic Growth of Japan during the last decade, the sector
of heavy industries has raised its economic proportion in the total industrial structure.
At the same time, great changes named “modernization of the working structure” occu-
rred.

In agriculture, the annual decline rate of farm labor-force has reached 3% in these
twelve years, and the bulk of middle and high school graduates of farm-households took
employment in non-farm jobs. Furthermore, part-time farming of householders, their
heirs and even wives were advanced rapidly.

This report examines the changes of labor mobility in agriculture through the period
of high economic growth, and points out that the primary factor which promoted such
structural change of labor mobility in agriculture is the crisis of agriculture brought by
the relative retardation of farm economy in the rapid growth of total economy and that
such general conditions as the enlargement of non-farm employment is only secondary.
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On the Actual State of School-age Children Not
Attending School and Attending Special School

Hisao Aoxi

According to the Basic School Statistics by the Ministry of Education in Japan, the
ratio of children aged 6 to 14 vears not attending school to the total school-age children
of the same years of age has been sharply decreasing for the last half a century. For
instance, it was 9.73 in 1920, 4.12 in 1935, 1.81 in 1955, and 1.46 in 1964 per 1,000
population.

Consequently, the illiteracy rate in Japan 1s now very low as compared with other
Asian countries. It owes to a remarkable increase of enrollments to the special schools
or classes for the handicapped.

But it is our regret that since 1961 the decrease of the ratio of children not atten-
ding school has come to a deadlock, because the ratio of the exempted has pretty raised
up, though that of the extended fell down smoothly on the one hand. This fact is due
to the situation that the extension of special schools or classes could not come up with
the increase of school-age population.

The writer understands that the capacity of slightly handicapped cases {or the special
classes which attached to ordinary primary or secondary schools, was enlarged, but that
of medium cases for the special schools which are exclusive was insufficient, and that
of serious cases was let alone as the non-attending.

On the occasion of reporting this paper, the writer estimates ratios of the mentally
retarded and physically crippled to the present school-age population. The former is 16.3
%o, and the latter is 3.5% (the both including slight cases).
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Trend in the Maternal Mortality in Japan
Shimako OGino

This paper deals with the process of imporvement of the maternal mortality in Japan
from 1900 to 1964.

The maternal mortality in Japan has been declining in this period, but this decline
was achived by four stages of period on each of which almost no decline in the former
half of the period was followed by a rapid decline in the latter half.

The stages are 1) upto around 1910, 2) from around 1910 to 1925, and 3) from around
1925 to 1945, and 4) after around 1945 (the postwar period).

Death rate from the “puerperal fever” which had been a major cause of death in
maternal mortality for a long time began to show a remarkable improvement since arovund
1925 and this cause of death is no more than a minor one in recent years.

On the other hand, death rates from the “toxaemias of pregnancy and puerperium”’,
the “haemorrhage of pregnancy and childbirth”, the “ectopic pregnancy” and the “abortion
without mention of sepsis and toxaemia” have shown in oeneml only a slow decline and
this tendency has been preventing the maternal mortality as a whole from a remarkable
improvement. ‘

Especially deaths from the “toxaemias of pregnancy and puerperium’ have a tendency
of gradually increasing their proportion among total maternal deaths.

Observing the maternal mortality by age groups, an actual increase in the mortality
is noticed among those in higher ages (around 30 years or more).
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