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) N 5 # (%)
oo . e £
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1962 69, 557 617 70. | 2.0
‘ 65 58, 101 835 68.8 3.1
RS M - 70 17, 651 330 70. 1 4,2
75 4, 338 170 53.0 4,3
76 3, 254 167 42.0 3.6
P B
| 1962 79, 728 2, 440 52.9 2.2
65 87, 548 1,996 57.0 2.9
WO OB R # 70 96, 288 3,395 62.2 5.5
75 68, 258 2,922 66.3 7.8
76 62, 235 2,127 65.6 6.1
1962 5,902 5,498 26.7 25.3
65 6,412 3,908 30.3 16.5
el wE W 70 3,626 746 38.8 11.5
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b E
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76 7 l 661 1.5 59.2
X H e —
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75 20 2, 534 2.2 73.5
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SR/ o 1 A 70 190 16, 969 3.1 73.9
75 172 13, 941 3.4 73.9
76 189 12, 237 3.3 68,9
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) (1) (2) (3) . () @ (3)
Jis3 7 AN AN (2)+(1) JiF 123 5 A A R (2)+(1)
B # ANFEK % % # ANEHBR %
(149, 603)
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27 K B 18, 659 1,500 8.0
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4 g 11,307 1, 509 13.3 |

5 FK il 8, 629 1,678 19.4 31 &  Hy 1,601 632 39.5

}32 A 1,831 691 37.7

6 IL iz 7,800 1, 709 21.9 (33 ¥ 1L 3,827 1,395 36.5
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8 I 17,020 3, 584 20,1 Y8 1L [m} 4,430 1,406 31.7
9 Wi i 11, 546 3, 160 27.4
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12 F % 54,774 7,275 13.3 1139 ®5 4 1,919 665 34.7
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42 o) 4,778 1,152 24,1
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20 & Iy 13,375 4,237 31.7 146 JE B 1 8, 556 1,669 19.5
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20 I 3,327 1,189 35.7 | = D Al — 442 —
22 4% %] 18,396 5,531 30. 1
23 & 40 15, 447 2,816 18.2
24 = i 3,257 1, 154 35. 4
25 W 1 1,402 231 16. 5
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Population Problems and National Development Plan in Japan
——Postwar Trends——

Hidehiko HaMa

In 1970’s, the inter-regional migration of Japan’s population has been experiencing a
new stage of movement different from the conspicuous population concentration into the
metropolitan areas which was prevailing in 1960’s. However the migration in 1960’s were
so rapid and intensive toward the urban areas that such streams have resulted in a striking
maldistribution of population both in urban and rural areas.

For instance, total population within 50 kilometers of the three major metropolitan areas
—Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya— amounted to 47,060 thousand or 42.0 percent of the national
population in 1975. In contrast with this, many depopulated districts have been delimited
according to the regulation of Development Act for such districts. In Kagoshima Prefec-
ture where depopulation is highest among local regions, population included in the designa-
ted depopulation districts occupied 42.2 percent of the total in 1975.

With these situations, the Comprehensive National Development Plans formulated by
government more or less included some measures for population redistribution along with
the industrial development plans in local regions.

Actually, the construction of New Industrial Cities conducted by the First Comprehen-
sive National Development Plan of 1962, the large scale development plans of the selected
local regions conducted by the Second Comprehensive National Development Plan of 1969,
and the establishment of cooperated areas for promoting stability and amenity of people in
the local regions conducted by the Third Comprehensive National Development Plan of 1977,
each of these nationl plans aimed at shrinking the gap of standard of living between urban
and local regions and redistributing people which were much concentrated into the metro-
politan areas.

Particularly, the project which promote redistribution and settlement of people living in
the big cities toward local cities and towns is the key object of the Third National Plan



which is at present in operation. In this respect, we should take the several important
aspects of population changes into consideration in relation to the above-mentioned new
National Plan.

First, total amount of population migration are decreasing in 1970’s because of the
decline in number of young people in the national population and the economic depression
since 1974. Second, the economic and social situations in the local regions have already
been influenced seriously by the deficit of youth, in contrast with its accumulation in the
metropolitan areas. Third, the shortage of young people in the local regions have resulted
in low birth rate and high death rate and often reached below zero in the vital balance.
Fourth, in many prefectures population is concentrated into the only one city, particularly
the city where local government is located.

These situations should be prerequisite of conducting the new National Plan, and though
we are seriously facing these difficulties, there also may be some possibilities of promoting
the measures for population redistribution and settlement. For instance, young people are
now interested in getting a job in their native towns instead of going to the big cities. The
dispersion of universities which is extremely concentrated into the metropolitan areas will
have much effect on moves of the youth, particularly born and growing in the big cities.

In order to promote the redistribution and settlement policy, the Third Comprehensive
National Development Plan would always be required to take such difficulties and possibilities

of population changes into consideration.
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