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Recent World Fertility Trends and Their Implications

Hidehiko Hama

Fertility changes in many countries of the world in 1960’s and 1960’s may be divided
into four groups, that is, (1) high fertility levels of 40-50%. have been kept as seen in
major part of Asia, Africa and Latin America, (2) in 1970’s the upward fertility trends
can be seen in the socialistic countries, (3) in several European countries the downward
tendencies of fertility in 1960’s have been accelerated in 1970’s, and (4) there are some
Western countries where declining tendencies of fertility are still slow in 1970’s.

It can be said that these fertility trends reflect strongly population policies adopted
by the governments. We can divide these population policies into seven categories
mainly according to the attitude towards family planning.

(1> Knowledge and practice of family planning have been disseminated on the basis
of modernized thought on home life (the Western countries).

(2> Birth control was realized with legalized abortion influenced by the difficulties
in the postwar period (Japan).

(3> Family planning are being promoted by the government in order to restrain the
rapid population increase (most Asian countries).

(4> Some Asian countries are adopting policies of social welfare which give previlege
to the lower parity children and of compulsory adaptation of birth control (Singapore,
India and South Korea).

(5> High level of fertility is recognized in connection with the new international
economic order and the labour force shortage (Latin America).

(6> Recovery of fertility is being aimed because socialistic welfare policies have
resulted in low level of fertility (eastern European countries).

(7> Social reform and planned birth are promoted though “overpopulation” theory
is rejected (China).

Among these categories, <1) to (4> countries recognize birth control and <5) to {7>
deny it. Political organizations of (1) to (5) differ from those of <6) to <(7)>. In this
respect population policy in the socialistic countries seems to be neutral to birth control, but
social securities such as women’s right to work and birth subsidies in connection with
equality principle of income may result in smaller family size in order to keep the income
level as high as possible. On the contrary, it would be said that in the capitalistic coun-
tries inequality of income distribution and insufficiency of social welfare lead birth control.



