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Changes of Structure of Population
in Farming Villages

Shigeru Havasa! and Michiko YamamoTO

This article is a report of field survey concerning about factors for changes of
regional population examining actual conditions in 1973. Using the results of this
survey, changes of age structure, employment structure and migration in farming
villages are considered. We chose 10 typical villages in Japan as samples of the survey.

One of the drastic changes in structure of population in farming villages is the
aging phenomenon of population owing to the severe outflow of the young and middle
aged population under high economic growth in Japan. In case that the farming villages -
are farther from metropolitan labor markets, this phenomenon is more remakable. On
" the other hand, the farming villages where are conveniently located and/or cultivate
marketable products keep the young aged population and the aging phenomenon of
population is shown to a low degree. :

Most of middle aged farmers who mainly take care of farms have jobs in towns, or
those who have no chance to get jobs in towns are going to cities as seasonal laboreres
in the off-agricultural-season. In present Japan few of them are full-time farmers.

The main destinations of seasonal migration are still Tokyo, Chukyo and Osaka
metropolitan regions. In fartherer areas from these metropolitan regions, for example
Aomori prefecture and Kagoshima prefecture, a rate of internal migration in a prefecture
is comparatively high. Such a tendency is recently showm.

In general, above-mentiond phenomena show the serious aspects ; the population of farm
house hold has been decresing, the aging phenomenon of population has heen in advance
and birth rate has been rapidly decreasing. Now that the food supply problems in the
world have become a subject of keen discussion, and the rate of self-support of food falls -
remarkably in Japan, it is the most urgent problem to rectify ‘s‘uch population structure.

—20 —



