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Review of Studies on “Social Development”
Keiko WaAKABAYASHI

The social development planning is increasingly attracting keen interest of the
general public in the world. Necessity of a balanced social development planning has
been emphasized, especially, from the view point of regional studies in demographic
problems. Theoretical studies as well as review of findings of the existing studies on
social development, however, make a belated start.

In this thesis, the writer made a review on the historical development of concepts,
difinitions and scopes of social development, basing on the materials prepared by the
United Nations, and also referred, in some degree, to its introduction and problems in
Japan.

It was at the Governmental Population Problems Inquiry Council in 1962, when the
term “social development” was first officially presented in Japan. The conception by the
United Nations was introduced in the written opinion of “the matters to be regarded
about the regional development, especially from the aspect of population problems”
presented by the Council in the next year, 1963,

The idea to consider the community as a place of planned development of regional
society, in other words, the strategical clue of community development had been taken
as a part of social development theory presented by the United Nations, reflecting the
international situation around 1950. Recently in Japan debates on the community have
been revived especially centering around the theory of community forming. '

The writer also discussed social welfare, life-structure and social indicator (s) which
are closely related with social development theory.



