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Transformation of Labor Force Migration

Toshio Kuropa

1. One of the requirements in economic development is that demand for specific labor -
force can be supplied in areas requiring them. Labor migration was always a necessarv' ‘
condition at any stages of economic glov;th' However such a necessary condition

“'Viewed from that standpoint of national development or that of private enterprise does
not always correspond with personal condmon of expectatxon Relationship between
government and private enterpr1se is also same. Labor migration may be determined
by harmonization of expectatmn and interests among these three groups, government
'enterprlse and individual. :

2 Transmonal characteristics of labor mlgratlon was examined by using’ adchtlonally
available statistics. Part1cularly the last census results conducted in 1970 and migration
statistics derwed from bas1c regzsters recently published for 1970 were very useful to
confirm the hypotheels on mlgratlon change which I made prev1ously '

3. Major points will be summarized here. Fxrstly, decreasing net 1n~m1gration in large

Mme'cropolitan areas and shrinking trend of net out-rnigration in many Iocal sending
areas are increasingly confirmed. It is particularly notevvorthy that snrrounding areas of
Keihanshin metropolitan-Shiga, Nara and Wakayama prefectures combined together-
finally shifted from sending to receiving population, and also Kita-kanto area tradition-
ally characterized by supplying labor particularly to Tokyo metropolitan area changed
into area of absorbing labor force in 1970 finally. It may be natural to say that
remarkably increasing- suburbanization in Tokyo and Kelhanshm ‘metropolitan areas
will invade into hinterland directly connected with them. However it 'should be noticed
that net out-migration in Sanyo region not dn‘ectly connected with Kelhanshm showed
remarkable reduction in the intercensal period, 1965-70, and perhaps net volume Wlll""_“
shift from excess of out-migration to excess of in-migration. R

Secondly, inter-metropolitan migration continued to increase, and shares of 1n migra-
tion in each metropolitan areas from other. metropohtan areas are 1emarkab1y increa-
sing. It is conspicuous that in-migrants from Tokyo metropolitan area ‘to Chukyo



metropolitan area continued to increase and finally exceeded those coming from Kyushu
region which was dominant traditionally in supplying labor force population to Chukyo
in 1968 (Employment Status Survey, conducted every three years by the Bureau of
Statistics). It suggests that demographic and social, economic characteristics of in-
migrating labor force population began to change fundamentally.

4. In spite of remarkably increasing trend of migration there are factors impeding
mobility like family, land, social system, and employment system. Additionally, drama
tically changing age composition of population should be taken into consideration in

- formulating migration and redistributing policy in Japan.



