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Special Issue

TRENDS AND PROBLEMS OF LABOR
FORCE POPULATION IN JAPAN

Foreword

The periodic symposium by the staff of our Institute for the fiscal year of 1971 was
at first scheduled to be held for two days, 22 and 23 March 1972, on the subject of
“Trends and Problems of Labor Force Population in Japan”. Quite unexpectedly, Dr.
Minoru Tachi, the former Director of our Institute, who had been appointed as the
chairman of the symposium, passed away on 21 March 1972.

No doubt, the late Dr. Minoru Tachi was one of the most superior demographers in
Japan, and continued to play an active part internally as well as internationally in the
field of demographic research, the study of population problems and population policy.
The loss of Dr. Tachi is really a matter of great regret not only for the Institute
of Population Problems as the loss of its excellent leader, but also for the demographic
circles in general at both national and international levels as the loss of a prominent
demographer.

All members of the staff of the Institute of Population Problems, fully realizing their
heavy responsibilities in view of the important task of the Institute and sadly expressing
the mourning over the departure of the late Dr. Tachi, held the delayed periodical
symposium for two days, 17 and 19 April 1972, under the chairmanship of Masao Ueda
who succeeded the late Director, Dr. Tachi. ' '

The labor force, which involves various important problems in connection with
drastic demographic transition and sccic-econcomic changes in Japan after World War II,
was the subject of this periodical symposium. The following three reports were present;
ed on the first day and comments on these reports and lively discussions were made by |
general participants on the second day: ‘

1. Trends of female labor force and its problems,
by Eiko Nakano
2. Trends of labor force in farmer's households and its problems,
by Shigeru Hayashi
3. Mobility of labor force and its problems,
‘ -by Toshio Kuroda
Commentator : Hidehiko Hama
Yoichi Okazaki
Rapporteur: Makoto Nohara. i

1. Mrs. Nakano presented her observation of changes in female labor force par-

ticipation rates for a long term in accordance with economic cycle of Japan, dividing the



reference period of the term into those sections, before, during and after World War II.
She pointed out marginal functions in fluctuations of female labor force participation
corresponding to expansion and curtailment of national economy derived from her observa-
tions. She revealed also that the female economic activities were getting more compli-
cated as accompanied with changes of livelihood, when observed from those at ages where
women tend to work to help earning the family income and particularly from those
of married women in labor force. She suggested that female economic activities should
be distinguished in analysis in categories of traditional family workers, re-participation
of those who became less tied down by house-keeping and those who continued to work.
regardless of general pattern of women's life cycle as such, and emphasized the necessity
of clarifying such aspects of female economic activities connected with non-economic
factors which were difficult in general to be statistically measured. In conclusion, she
pointed out some problems to be studied in future regarding both the release of married
women in labor force at middle and higher ages from household chores related to
delivery and care of children and the supply-demand of manpower expected to be in
greater shortage of young labor force.

2. Dr. Hayashi clarified changes in labor force among agricultural households,
starting from out-migration of second and third sons moving out of agrarian villages,
and subsequent moving-out tendency of household heads themselves and their successors,
and further out-going trends of female labor force and increasing trends of part-time farmer’s
households comprising those employed in non-agricultural activities. He revealed some
characteristics of those persons who left farming through distribution by industry, sex,
whether newly employed or already employed, or whether left their own villages or
commuting from their villages, etc., based on the data derived from results of “Survey
of Employment of Farm Household Members”. He made an analysis of agricultural
labor force in which the vacancy of out-migration was supplemented generally by those:
female and old aged labor force remained in those agrarian villages, and revealed that
increasing trend of leaving agricuitural sector was somewhat weakened recently and
labor force was accumulated at middle and higher ages while a greater number of female
workers shifted increasingly towards non-agricultural industries. He pointed out also
that those changing factors of principal labor force in agriculture such as occupational
turnover, entrances and retirements showed rather stagnant trends in recent years. At
present the number of part-time farmer’s households was increasing and the number of
workers at middle and higher ages was getting more accumulated. Besides the loss of
workers by death and retirement would be greater and greater in the future in accordance
with advance in aging of the population. Judging from these standpoints, he mentioned
some future problems concerning the necessity of increasing the produ_ctivity of agricul-
tural labor force, and of investment at a large amount to promote a long term coun-
termeasure for the improvement of agriCulturél structure in Japan. ‘

3. Mr. Kuroda estimated characteristics of those migrants in labor force which
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comprise a greater part of total migrants on the basis of data on general migration.
While the total amount of migration between the Tokaido Megalopolis region and other
areas was still increasing, the weight of in-migrants decreased and that of out-migrants
increased in the total volume of migration. The amount of excess in-migrants in the
Keihin region and the Keihanshin region decreased, whereas in-migrants into adjacent
areas to those regions turned to an increase. The degree of excess of out-migrants
bound to three metropolitan regions out of other areas became rather stagnant, and
instead the amount of migration among each other of metropolitan regions became
increasing. He pointed out functions of population redistribution in labor force on the
basis of these facts, and analyzed features of the drift of labor force between agriculture-
forestry and nonagriculture-forestry sectors on the basis of those data derived from
“Employment Status Survey”. Judging from the future population in labor force, he
considered it as an urgent problem of today to promote the redistribution of labor
force through the regional redistribution of employment opportunities and the reduction
of differences in social services among regional communities. He introduced the outlook
for a series of national policies of the central Government in this context and mentioned
the significance of migratory functions of labor force in the post-industrialized society
with a great number of highly educated persons. : ‘ A

For those three reports, Mr. Hama commented that those problems mentioned in all
the reports would have fundamental impacts upon the national economy and society in
Japan in near future under the close relationship among each other, and pointed out
some important topics to be further analyzed and the subsequent problems to be studied
in the future. Mr. Okazaki suggested such points of problems remaining in future to -
be analyzed in more detail from demographic viewpoints in consideration of relations
between trends of reproduction of the Japanese population and relevant changes of overall
industrial structure of Japan in the course of her economic development towards future..

A wide variety of discussions extended by other participants upon. those reports and.
comments have been summarized and ocutlined here by Mr, Makoto Nohara, the Rappor-
teur, together with the comments thus given. ‘ ‘ ; :

The subject of labor force population adopted this time in our symposium is ex--
tremely important in relation to the economic and social development of Japan in the -
future. It has been a big achievement of the symposium that we could repercéive over
again various problems still awaiting further analysis and research also from the demo{
graphic points of view in this regard.

April 25, 1972

Masao Uepa



