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Changes in the Fishery Population of Japan
Takayuki Inour

By expansion of labor markets due to the rapid growth of national economy..
increasingly more fishermen are deserting their occupation and are entering into other
industries year after year |

The fishing industry of Japan, that had bzen suffering from the burden of surplus.
labor for many centuries, is now experiencing labor shortage for the first time. Taking
this opportunity, the fishing industry is now going to be modernized.

Young men are leaving the fishing industry, and old timers are becoming the main.
force of the industry. Espzcially in the field of coast fishery, where many small and
medium-sized enterprises are on the verge of bankruptcy, more fishermen are leaving
these enterprises. At the same time, it is in the coast fishery that the rstionalization
or the modernization of enterprises is in rapid progress. In ocean fishery, fishing-
industries are becoming of larger scale by consolidation.

Thus, shortage of labor has resulted in an exodus of fishermen on one hand and the.
modernization of enterprisss on the other hand. However, at present, doth of these.
tendencies seem to be somewhat retarded. Fishery is a comparatively, versatile industry..
So, after the present standstill, both tendencies will again bzgin p-ogress.
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