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Report of-the Fifth Fertility Survey in 1967 (1)

Kazumasa KoBavasHi

The Fifth Fertility Survey of the Institute of Population Problems was carried out
as of July Ist of 1967 for a total of 14,347 married couples whose wives were less than
50 years old at the time of survey. The areas surveyed are composed of 20 cities, towns
and villages which were typically selected, within which certain typical sub-areas were
also non-randomly selected. Within these sub-areas 25 census enumeration districts were
randomly sampled, where all of married couples concerned were surveyed by means of a
fertility schedule which was to be filled up by the surveyed themselves.

The main purpose of this survey is to determine fertility in terms of the number of
children born alive to the present marriages and anylize differential fertility in husbands
and wives of different ages, of different occupations, of different educational levels and
of different areas as metropolitan cities, large cities, medium cities, small cities, coal-
mining towns and plain, hill and fishing villages.

This paper discusses, after a general description of the system and methods of the
survey, comparisons, between different areas, of average number of children ever-born
alive per couple in different ages of wives. The analysis was made mainly by means of
non-linear regression curve fitting for number of children ever-born alive in different ages
of wives between 23 and 49 years at the time of survey. Cubic curves were adopted for
this purpose for each area.

The rural-urban difference in the number of children per couple is noticed for every
age of wife. Average number of children per couple in 8 rural villages is greater than
that in 10 cities by 0.2, 0.3 and 0.4 in age intervals 23-28, 29-36 and 37-49 years, respec-
tively. The average family size shows 1.23 and 1.06 in wife’s age 25 years, 1.97 and 173
in age 30, 245 and 2.12 in age 35, 2.86 and 248 in age 40, and 3.42 and 3.04 in age 45,
in rural and urben areas, respectively. ’

Rank orders or relative sizes of the average family size of respective areas among
the 20 areas surveyed tend to be quite different from one age to another of wife, but
some tendencies may be found as follows: areas with relatively large family size in
younger ages and relatively small family size in higher ages are found in most urban
cities and in all of rural villages locating in east Japan and areas with the reverse situa-
tion are found in a few cities and all of rural villages in west Japan. This may mean
that in larger cities and east Japan’s rural villages the fertility of younger couples have
been relatively rising in comparison with smaller cities and west Japan’s villages.
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