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Special Issue
POPULATION PROBLEMS IN JAPAN
Preface

During 1967 fiscal year, in responding to the spontaneous rise of interest among staff
members, the Institute of Population Problems initiated a program to hold once or twice
a year a symposium within the Institute of Population Problems, to be participated by
all the members of the Institute, for the purpose of establishing closer collaboration among
members in their researches and studies and further of promoting the research activities
of the Institute. As the theme for the first symposium of this undertaking a very general
as well as over-all theme, namely, “Present situations of population problems of our country”
was chosen and speakers started preparation several months preceding the planned date.
Immediately before the symposium date, however, totally unexpected grievous event
happened of the sadden passing of Mr. Tatsuo Honpa (1 January 1904-4 December 1967),
then Chief of Population Policy Division of the Institute who had been planned as the
first speaker at the initial symposium. The sudden bereavement of an erudition and an
eminent scholastic personality caused a grave loss to the Institute of Population Problems.
Upon consultation with all the members of the Institute, it was decided that it would be
most appropriate to hold the planned symposium as a tribute to the memory of late Mr.
Tatsuo Honpa. Such memorial symposium was held in two sessions, one on December
22nd, 1967 and the other on January 3ist, 1968.

The theme of this symposium was, as aforementioned, “Present situations of popula-
tion problems in our country”, and with my chairmanship, multi-dimensional discussion
'was made on the following four reports:

1. Present demographic conditions and population problems by Masao UEpa

2. Present situations of populat;on quahtv and population problems

, by Nobuo SHINOZAK]

3. Todavs population problems from the viewpoints of industry and employment

by Shigeru Havasu1

4. Demographic experiences of Japan in view of mtematlonal scene

by Toshio KURODA

During the first session, first two reports were made and discussed, while in the
second session, third and fourth reports were presented for discussion.

Dui-ing the first session, firstly a report was presented by Mr. Masao UepA. Mr.
Uepa pointed out the characteristics of post-war demographic changes‘ in Japan arid
according to his .analysis of trends in populatibn reproductivity, accompanying changes in



population composition by sex and age and also changes in trends of population migration:
and its regional pattern of distribution, he commented on the economic and social implica-
tions and problems. On the other hand, Dr. Nobuo SHiNozak1 laid focus on the aspect of
population quality as an important aspect of present population problems, and demonstrated
a standpoint relating to the conceptual basis for the study of this aspect of population
problems which had not been particularly systematized. On the basis of his conception,
he suggested a systematic methods of population quality analysis, and with description of
trends of population quality in Japan, the related problems were pointed out.

Because of the over-all nature of these two reports which dealt with the foundation.
of population studies, covering wide range of the problems, they let to broad and divergent.
discussion extending from the most basic problem of the nature, systematization and
methodology of population studies as “inter- or multi-disciprinary science”, to such problems.
as the conceptual framework of so-called “modernization”, necessity for recognition and.
search for the significance of European universality as well as Japanese peculiarity of
Japanese ‘“‘demographic transition” during her course of modernization, and adequate place-
ment of studies of population quality within the system of the population study.

On January 31st, 1968, following the first session, the second session of the sympo-
sium was taken place. In this session, we firstly had the report by Dr. Shigeru HavasHI
on the present population problems from the standpoint of industry and employment.
which constituted one of the main focuses of future population problems-in Japan. The.
reporter commented on post-war rapid progress in demographic revolution and the sudden
change in demand-supply balance of labor-force population resulted from high-speed eco-
nomic growth and analysed the change in employment structure by industries and size of
establishments. It was further pointed out that while the dissolution of “dual structure’
of industry was by no means easy on one hand, “labor-force shortage” was concentrated.
in the shortage of young working-age population and middie- and old-age labor force was.
both absolutely and relatively in excess on the other. Mr. Toshio Kuropa, taking differ-
ent approach from precious reports, discussed Japanese population problems from interna-
tional viewpoint. In view of the fact that the study of the process of demographic tran--
sition has bscome a question of great concern in the demographic society of the world,
he tried to reexamine various theories of demographic transition from higher standpoint,.
explored possibilities of demographic transition in developing countries, called attention to.
the fact that evident trend of fertility decline had come to be recognized in countries of
Asia such as Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia and Hong Kong, suggested possibility that.
Japan’s demographic transition would have spread effects, ~ the repdrter named it as.
demographic spread effects-, and thus attempted to discover international significance of’
Japanese population problems.. : : ,

- As regards the report by Dr. HAYAsm, with Mr. Yoichi OKAZAKI as a main -discussant, ~
multi-demensional discussion was made in relation to the evolution of Japan’s economic:
structure, namely, changes in the total population relative to the developmerit in indus-
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trial structure, structure by size of establishments, employment structure, wage system,
labor market structure, etc., as well as changes in regional distribution of population.
‘Concerning Mr. KURUDA’s report, various demographic transition theories were examined
and international meaning of Japan’s bygone experience of demographic transition attracted
attention. Particularly as to the reporter’s theory on “demographic spread effects”, it was
an important issue that the kind of demographic “media” should capacitate the presup-
position of the extent and the range of the spread effects.

As the first trial of the kind, this symposium was certainly a success in its reassuring
the members of the Institute of new problems and promoting collaboration in researches
and studies. As the theme of this symposium was of general coverage of population
problems of from present toward the future, it was felt that rather than compiling the
records of the symposium within the Institute, it would be more beneficial to publish
the results through this Journal, so that it would prove helpful for the furtherance of
understanding of population problems in Japan. It is regretted, howeaver, that bscause a
rapporteur was not assigned for the symposium, details of the discussion could not be
recorded.

Finally, in arranging literary remains of the late Mr. Tatsuo Honpa, his unpublished
posthumous work titled “Historical implication of present population and population prob-

‘lems” was found. Deeming the content of this paper most appropriate as the introductive

guideline for this symposium, it was decided that this paper be included as the opening
paper for this Journal, with a crowd of memories for the departed.

March 1st, 1968
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