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Demographic Approach to Megalopolis in Japan :
Migration Behavior in Megalopolis

TosHlo KuURroDA

1. This 1s an attempt to understand “megalopolis” in Japan particularly from the
standpoint of migration bchavior in the three metropolitan arcas possibly forming Tokai-
do Megalopolis.

2. Various indices, economic, industrial, social, cultural, and political, indicate great
concentration of these activities in the Tokaido Linc areas, containing about 11 prefec-
tures.

3. However, it is not easy to determine whether or not the three metropolitan arcas-
Tokyo, Nagoya, and IHanshin arc central cities of respective mcetropolitan arcas-could be
considered as a vast area having overall unity.

4. Idea of Megalopolis is contributable for planning regional development, which
should be based on broad understanding of interrelationships between arcas, divisions,
and regions.

5. Major finding from migration study herc is that Capital region has been and
scems to continue in future to be extremely dominant in many aspects of demography
compared with other two metropolitan areas.

6. Some suggestions have been made concerning probably desirable direction of
regional development policy by taking into account of specific development of cach metro-
politan area and also foreseeable change of migration mainly caused by drastic shift of

population structure in near future.



