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A Report on “Inter-Regional Seminar on Social Aspects of Indus-
trialization”, in Minsk (BSSR) Organized by the United Nations

SuicEMI Kono and Skiko TAKAHASHI

The Inter-Regional Seminar on Social Aspects of Industrialization was held in Minsk,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 11~25 August 1964, organized by the United
Nations in co-operation with the Government of the Byelorussion Soviet Socialist Repu-
blic. The present reporters had opportunities to participate in the Seminar together with
the other 31 participants representing 17 different countries in three different regions of
the world.

Most of the developing countries regard industrial development as one of the most
important and effective ways to eliminate their economic handicaps to achieve substan-
tial growth of output and to raise the standard of living of their populations. Many of
their social problems can be solved by acceleration of their economic development in
general and their industrial development in particular. The solution of other social
problems is in itself a pre-condition of successful industrial development. At the same
time, the resources available at the early stages of the economic development of a country
are usually very limited; this immediately raises the problem of priorities in the social
programmes.

The above considerations led to a concern with the question of planning and pro-
gramming of social development in relation to industiral development. The Inter-Regional
Seminar on Social Aspects of Industrialization was held to provide an opportunity to exa-
mine and discuss this question from an international perspective.



