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Gerhard Mackenroth’s Population Theory (4)

Yurcir MINAKAWA

.

{Continued from No. 87)

Mackenroth's population theory has its hasis on the sociological frame of reference of
Ausdriecksoersichien and it is an excellent example of population study both as a theory
and as an empirical study.  His opinion of Awusdrucksverstehen which forms the theoreti-
cal basis o his population study has a notable sociolovical significance in its criticism on
the rationalistic and atomistic social interpretation by Max Weber, but his stand is too
strongly tended toward the irrationalistic side of the meaning and still contains much
room [or [urther development in theoretical construction.

lowever, his establishment of the category of  Bevilkerungsweise in the population
study is an original endeavour and it capacitates the unified sociological cesplanation of
population phenomena, and can be noted to have contributed much to the theory and the
empirical study of population. By applyving this category to the population history in
Western Europe, his historical and sociological theory on Bevilkerungsweise of Western
Furope was formed, which explains the change in population phenomena in Western
[Zurope caused by the industrialization as the convertion Trom «lte  Bevilkerunesweise to
nene Bevdlkerungsioeise.

Although this study on Bevilkerungsweise of Western European societics is noteworthy
as the sociological interpretation of the population phenomena, the lack is scen in ample
considaration in basic cconomic conditions which influence the population phenomena.
The author considers that this is due to the incompleteness in practical application of the
theoretically comprehended interrelation between population and ecconmy on the part of
Mackenroth himsell.

In fact he divides the interrclation between population and cconomy in two kinds and
criticizes the Malthusian way ol thinking which directly relates population and Nalrung-
sspielraein as the way of thinking which is affected only by one of his two kinds of
interrelation, namely, kdrperliche Wirkungsketten. He considers that, in practicality, the
determinant of the interrclation between population and economy is rather of the other
Kind or geistive Wirkunesketlen. 'This idea of second Wirkungskellen was a great contri-
bution of Mackenroth to the theory of basic relation of population and economy.

This way of thinking is sufficiently applied in the analysis of the interrelation betwe-
en population and enonomy at the stage of kapitalarnien Wirtschaftsweise in pre-indust-
riadization period, but the interrclation between population and economy in modern
kapilalint ensivern Wirlschaftsweise stage is analysed solely in terms of the first Wirkung-
skellen.  "The reason why he recognized cconomic phenomena simply as the situation in
his suciological population theory and excluded the phenomena from the explanatory fact-
ors of Bevilkerungsiceise was because he could not entirely get rid of the influence of

the Malthusian way of thinking or the emphasis on the first Wirkuiosketten.
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