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A Fertility Analysis of Japanese Fopulation (2)
Toshio KURODA

Rather few studies have been done on fertility oj Japanese Population from the standpoint of
cohort approach in spite of apparently sufficient data for that purpose, This paper is primarily
based on the results of re-tabulation of approximately 14,000 couples on the basis of marriage
cohort who have been married since the end of the war. One of the major objects of the paper
is to find out any significant behaviora 1 change of recent marriages in view of stagnant trend
of crude birth rates never seen bofore since 1947, and provide basic sources for future population
estimates.

In connection with this current, practical purpose, another important aim is to make more-
detailed analysis of fertility trend of Japanese population, for example regional differential develop-
ment in fertility especially by method of parity progression ratio, changes in family size, and so on.

In Part I which was published in the preceding number, more general aspects of fertility
change were discussed by using unique tabulation of fertility of Japanese women which were
canvassed at the 1950 census, and other special surveys results.

In Part II, however, which is presented in this number, analysis is focussed on fertility change
after the war, based on marriage cohort exclusively. They have been analysed in detail by dura-
tion of marriage, birth order, timing, age at marriage and occupation only except spacing which
will be discussed in near future. But one point which should be emphasized here is that basi-
cally the duration of marriage is not enough long to measure ultimate size of family and also to.
get any evidence of foresecing any definite direction of fertility movement, namely going down
or up again or keeping stationary. For that purpose longer period and more detailed data are
necessary. However, some changes in fertility behavior of recently married couples have been

found from our observations which have never been observed and surveyed before.
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