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The Research of the Idea of Population Problems
Nobuo SHINOZAKI

About 200 years elapsed from the pointing out of population problems by Malthus,
Thereafter, many scholars discussed and researched around the population principle of Malthus,
Formal demography are developed recently. However the conception themselves and the
conception of population problems had been not so much discussed philosophically as a-priori,
If we are thinking the population is composed of man or the conception of a mass of marn, -
we could not pass or escape {rom the conception of a man himself also without introspection
concerning how to grasp the man or without a discussion of what is a man. This problem
had been already asked by many philosophers historically.—eg. Platon, Aristoteles, Kant,
Feuerbach, Marx, Nietzsche, Scheler, Heidegger, Dilthey, Pascal, Northrop, Sartre, Buber,
Landmann, etc. 50 philosophers.

Such various thoughts of human being may be out of hand in sense, but according to
my survey at 1965-70 about the consciousness of forming the motherhood, I could summarize
their free opinions to images of human being or characters into 585 patterns and further to
classificate these in a large way I could arrange to 34 patterns.

I think also it will be not impossible to summarize the opinions around the view of
human being by general intelligents to 20 patterns. Until now there were somewhat different idea
between some population researchers and students in Japan. Someone thought the concep-
tion of population is the abstract mass of man and others thought this is the concrete mass
of man and some others pointed out the population themselves are the life-vitality. Therefor
it came necessary for me to try to inquire into this idea again.

Then under such an insight or consideration I would like to proceed the man himself,
the population themselves and the population problems itself philosophically and establish
the new theory of population problems by improving the population principle of Malthus.
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