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The Work Career of Married Women in Japan
Eiko NAKANO, Chizuko YAMAMOTO and Hisashi INABA

The labor force participation rate for Japanese women has kept on rising for
the last decade. This upward trend has been brought about by the increase in
the employed married women, especially by those who completed childbearing.

As the number of employed married women has kept on increasing, it has been
necessary to clarify the women’'s labor-supplying activities with relation to
family life stages.

For the reason, The Institute of Population Problems, Ministry of
Health and Welfare held The Demographic Survey on Married Women’s
Labor Force Participation on October 1, 1984 in four areas, namely Morioka-
shi,Fujisawa-shi, Kokubu-shi and Inami-machi.

Drawing upon the retrospective data for The Survey, this paper aims to
clarify the work career of married women who belong to "60MC (1960~64 marriage
cohort) and ’70MC (1970~74 marriage cohort).

As for the careers of these two marriage cohort, we'd like to differentiate
the cohort effects (how different is the employment rate between cohorts in
case that they were in the same ages) and the age effects (the changes of the
employment rate, especially how different is the “M-shaped” pattern—it’s
“peak” and “bottom”— on their aging process). And then, we’d like to find
out the type of the work career as a fulltimer and a parttimer.

Following are some of the main results of our studies.

1. In Morioka-shi, the cohort effect is obviously shown on the process “peak”
and “from peak to bottom” of M-shaped curve, but “bottom” is still deep and the
cohort effect is weak. Although the younger cohort has the higher “first peak”,
there is little difference in the level of “bottom” between the two cohorts.
Obvious pattern of the age effect, therefore, is shown (in the text Fig. 1).
Among Morioka-shi, Fujisawa-shi and Kokubu-shi, there are, however, obvious
difference on “bottom” and “second peak”.

2. In Inami-machi, both the cohort effect and the age effect are little, and
it means the most of married women keep having their jobs (Fig. 2).

3. In Morioka-shi, according to '60MC, the fulltime-parttime employment
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career 1s a little more influenced by parttime jobs than fulltime, it is what we
call “the type of co-existance of fulltimers and parttimers (Fig. 3).

In ’70MC, however, “the type of co-existance of fulltimers and parttimers”
has changed into “the type of re-employment as parttimers (Fig. 7).
4. In Fujisawa-shi, both cohorts belong to “the type of re-employment as
parttimers (Fig. 4 and Fig. 8).
5. In Kokubu-shi, “the type of co-existance of fulltimers and parttimers” in
"60MC has changed into “the type of re-employment as parttimers” in '70MC
(Fig. 5 and Fig. 9).
6. In Inami-machi, at any cohort and at any stage of age, the career having
high fulltime rate is shown (Fig. 6).



