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The Effectiveness of Pronatalist Policies
Hiroshi Kodima

The aim of this paper is to review the literature on various aspects of the effec-
tiveness of pronatalist policies and to discuss theoretically these aspects. First,
we discussed definitions and measurements of their effectiveness based on a few
theoretical works. Secondly, we evaluated empirical works on their effectiveness,
in terms of methodologies and results, based on the classification scheme that we
divised. Thirdly, we discussed the obstacles against and conditions for their effec-
tiveness based on theoretical works and government reports. Fourthly, we review-
ed empirical works, conducted in Western Europe, on the acceptability of pronata-
list policies, which is a prerequisite condition for their effectiveness.

In addition, we presented results of multinomial logit analysis on determinants of
the acceptability of fertility policies in Japan based on the national sample survey
among household heads conducted by the Institute of Population Problems in 1985.
The analysis was restricted to the married male household heads aged below 50.
Among six basic demographic variables, only the age at marriage and the surviving
number of children were significant: a higher age at marriage and childlessness
have negative effects on the acceptability. Among seven basic socioeconomic and
regional variables, only household expenditure (a proxy for income) and DID
classification (urban-rural residence) were significant: a high expenditure has a
negative effect while living in large metropolitan areas has a positive effect. All
the three attitude variables were highly significant: the acceptability is affected
positively by a negative view against population decline in Japan, a positive view
for its population growth and a negative view against the statement saying that
Japanese couples have the number of children they want.



