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Some Characteristics of Households :
From Viewpoint of their Members

Hiromichi Sakai

Our study first shows that the mean number of members in a household varies
depending on what aspect of a household we focus on. Next we show several basic
results from the survey of Family Life Course and Structure of Household in Japan
conducted by our Institute in 1985.

Our main findings are

(1) Those aged 0—19 years have a large number of members in a household than
others. Among the aged, the older a person is, the more members he /she has
in the household.

(2) As to the unmarried, widowed and divorced, the average number of coresi-
dents for females is generally bigger than that for males.

(3) The average number of coresidents by sex and age in Kanto, Kansai and Kyu-
shu districts is similar and these districts form one group, while Touhoku,
Chubu and Chuugoku-Shikoku form the other. In all regional blocks, the aver-
age number of coresidents for those aged 65 and over is higher than that for
those aged 60--64.

(4) The proportion of three-generati-~n families is larger than expected.

(5) The proportion of home owners increases from 55% in those aged 0—4 to 75
% in those aged 1519 and drops to 55% in those aged 25 —29 and shows a -
monotonous increase thereafter.

(6) An age-sex-specific observation indicates that the higher the proportion of
home owners, the larger the number of rooms. ‘

(7} The proportion of young men living with the aged is bigger than that of
young females.

(8) Among those aged 4554 the proportion of men living with those under 20 is
larger than that of women.

(99 The proportion of those aged 1014 who have dual earner parents and that
of those aged 35—44 who form a dual earner couple are substantial.



