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A Treatise on Sex Ratio in Population by Marital Status :
Marriage Squeeze and Widowhood

Shigemi Kono

This study deals with imbalances of sex ratio in population by marital status,
particularly focussing on two important demographic problems in Japan, that is,
the first relating to an excess of male population in marriageable ages and the
second relating to an excess of women in single, widowhood and divorce in the
middle and old ages.

Recently it was reported that sex ratios in the young population have increased
because of substantial reductions in infant and child mortarity. Even still, while
sex ratios of population for all marital statuses in the 20s and 30s are not terribly
higher than 100, those for the unmarried population were extremely high among
the population aged 20s and 30s. This paper attempts to disentangle some of
the mechanisms as to why such sex imbalances in marriageable ages have been
produced.

In the second section, an effort has been made to present another important area
of demography of populetion ageing in which the unmarried women, whether never
married, widowed or divorcad, are increasing in number and this would become a
very serious problem in Japan in view of the very rapid poulation ageing therein
and in view of widening gaps in life expectancies between males and females in
recent years.

Lastly, tables of family life cycle have been constructed for Japanese couples
for the periods 1920 to 1985, particularly spectifying lengths of widowhood and
widowerhood. It is interesting to note that the length of widowhood has increased
at least slightly at advanced ages of husbands and wives while the length tends to
decrease slightly rather than increase in the relatively young ages.



