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A Summary of the Results of a Demographic Survey on

Employees of Modern Factories and Their Families

Tatsuo HONDA

The present report is 2 summary of the results of a demographic survey conducted
in March, 1956 by the Institute of Population Problems with regard to 3,474 workers
of two modern fatctories near Tokyo and their families. The purpose of the survey’
was to observe from various demographic viewpoints the extent of growth of the labor
classes with the modern character in present-day Japan. The results of the survey may
be summarized as follows : “

1. Male workers of large factories are guaranteed positions for the entire produc-
tive age lasting until they become at least 50 years old, and there is very little turn-
over among them after employed. The fundamental condition of this stability is the
rapid rise of their wages as they grow old, when compared with other pre-modern
small scale factory workers.

2. By the time they reach the age of 30, most of them get married and become
substantially either the householder by earning the largest income in the family or the
only breadwinner in the family. And after the age of around 40, their family’s level
of income will be raised by degrees since their children gradually reach the working
age.

3. However, in the case of workers of not more than the age of 25, they support
their family, in most instances, in cooperation with their parents, wives and, particu-
larly, with brothers and sisters. The wages of these young workers are not enough
to support themselves even in these modern large scale factories. It is considered that
this way of cooperation among family members is another aspect of the cheap labor
system in pre-modern industries. In other words, the population of the modern labor
class is reproduced socially only through such cooperative labor under the traditional
family system.

4. When viewed from a different angle, however, it may be said that the above
fact shows that the modern labor class is now in the process of growth and intense
expansion. Especially, when observed from the viewpoint of social mobility, it is
noteworthy that the children of the office worker classes are being incorporated largely
into the labor class in the postwar years, whereas in the prewar years majdrity of
the labor class was formed by persons from farmvillages.

5. Another obvious point was that birth control is being rapidly diffused am.ong
the labor class in the recent few years. This is the best proof that they are maturing

rapidly as modern citizens.



On Working State of Farmers in the Mechanized Faim-Village

Shigeru HAYASHI

As part of the general demographic investigation the farmers’ working state was
surveyed for a month in October, 1956 by selecting a small number of sample farm-
households in Kojo Village, Okayama Prefecture, a typical mechanized village in
Japan. " The purpose of the survey was to obtain data on the degree of utilization
and economization of labor after the mechanization of farming operations. The com-
position of the labor force of sample farm-households could be classified into two
types, namely, the small household with small family labor force and plentiful hired’
labor and the large household with large family labor force and limited hired labor.
Although development of the former type of farm-households is expected in a mech-
anized village, actually the old system of farm management continues to exist along
with the new system. As regards the average number of hours for daily farming
operations of household members, the housewife works for the longest hours among
members of farm-households engaged in farming as side line where farming machinery
is lacking. On the other hand, in a farm-household mechanized to a standard level
intensified agriculture is adopted when the household is large, and male head member
works longest hours for farming. However, in the case of a small family, a large
number of farm hands are employed, and farm management is simplified. When
farm-households fully equipped with farming machinery are compared with poorly
equipped households, the number of working hours by each member of the household.
for every tan of farm-land is shorter in the former type of households than the latter,
and in some cases the difference is considerably large. The difference between the
two types is inevitable, even if the working hours of hired labor is counted in. The
yield per tan is large in the former type of household and also the productivity of’
labor put in is high. Further, when the above facts are compared with the results of
similar surveys conducted in Fujisaka Village, Aomori Prefecture, a typical farm-village
in the under-developed area, and also in Ido Village, Kagawa Prefecture, a repre--
sentative Kinki type farm-village, the daily working hours of a householder was much.
shorter in Kojo Village than in the two villages, despite the fact that the survey was.
conducted in the busy season in the former village and in the leisure season in the
latter two villages. Mothers, daughters and old men in Kajo Village work for short
hours and there was seen a tendency of their being gradually freed from farm works.
and switched from heavy labor to iight labor. It was also found that farmers there-
rested and slept for longer hours than those in the other two villages.

It goes without saying that no generalization of the above results can be made-
because of the small number of cases surveyed. Nevertheless, it cannot be denied.
that, as far as the villages surveyed are concerned, farm labor is being economized.

and highly utilized as a result of mechanization of farming operations.
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A Somatologic Anthropological Study at a Village of Intermarriage
— A Survey of Inhabitants of the Narata —
Hamlet, Nishiyama Village, Minami-Koma County,

Yamanashi Prefecture

Nobuo SHINOZAKI

The present research has been made for the eugenic study on the quality of
population. When consanguineous marriages are taken up for such study as above it
appears that the rate of intermarriage is relatively high in Japan as compared with
that in foreign countries. Statistics show that the ratio of intermarriage between
cousins is less than 2 per cent in Europe and America, while it is as high as 5.9 per
cent in Japan. The intermarriage rate in Japan is necessarily raised by the presence
of a large number of remote and secluded hamlets among the mountains where selec-
tion of one’s spouse is extremely limited: According to a nation-wide survey con-
ducted in 1949 by each prefecture, intermarriages were found in 102 towns and
villages, and 174 hamlets and the number of people so married amounted to 70,000
belonging to 12,499 households. When the results of the survey are classified under
the two districts, the urban and rural, intermarriages between cousins are 3.7 per cent
among married couples in the former district and 7.0 per cent in the latter, and
when intermarriages between second cousins and those between cousins and cousins’
children are counted in the figures, these amount to 6.8 per cent and 11.5 per cent
in the former and latter districts respectively.

Accordingly, two surveys were made in September, 1943 and August, 1956, with
regard to the inhabitants of Narata Hamlet, Nishiyama Village, Minami-Koma County,
Yamanashi Prefecture, which is considered a typical hamlet of intermarriage in this
country, in order to find physical effects of intermarriage by analysing genealogical
trees of inhabitants. To summarize the results of measurements made from the view-
point of somatological anthropology, there was no great change in the maximum
head length, the figures for 1943 being 19.05cm+0.09 for men and 18.11 cm+0.09 for
women, and those for 1956 being 19.05cm+0.11 for men and 18:28cm#0.09 for
women. However there was found a tendency of slight increase in the maximum
head breadth, especially with the females, the 1943 figures of 15.38 cm+0.07 for men
and 14.66 cm4-0.09 for women rising to 15.46 cm30.07 and 14.91 cm+0.06 respectively
in 1956. The change among women in this regard is decidedly clear.

Further, when the value of measurement is observed according to the degree of
blood mixture by means of genealogical analysis, 2 luxuriant phenomenon is seen, as
a rule, in the first generation of intermarriage, while an out-going phenomenon
from mixture (Ent-Mischung) is discernible after the third generation. In the case of
Narata ihhabitants, there appear features something like the morphological character-
istics peculiar to them after the habit, for generations, of intermarriage. Therefore,
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it is’ considered necessary to study from the vie\;v-poirit of the science of growth the
skull, and at the same time-it is important to conduct an analytical research by
tracing back to the family .trees.

Another Report on the Promotion of F amily Planning by

Personal Instruption and its Effects

Hisao AOKI

In the first volume of this annual published in 1956, the present author pointed
out that a systematic guidance in family planning at a certain factory had produced
remarkable results. In the present report, the results of the survey at an another factory
is shown in order to demonstrate the effects in the previous report.

With the author’s cooperation, practical prescription in family planning was given
by visiting female case-workers, since 1955, to 500 families of the employees of the
Fuchu Plant of the Tokyo Shibaura Electric Works, and the following results were
obtained after a half years’ instruction to the housewives in practical technsque:

(1) The rate of practice of contraception rised to 72.0 per cent as against 50.8

per cent prior to commencement of guidance.

(2) In the first year of guidance the pregnancies per household dropped to 60
per cent as compared with the preceding year, while cases of artificial abor-
tion decreased to one-third.

(3) The decrease of pregnancies was especially remarkable among families who
had started practice of contraception after receiving guidance.

(4) Parallel use of several contraceptives and employment of highly effective
contraceptive methods increased among families who received personal instruc-
tion, as compared with who attended group guidance only.

(5) There has been found the proof that better results can be expected by ex-
tending the period and increasing the frequency of guidance, though this
follow-uip ceased in a half year.

On the Longest Expectation of Life in the Current Life Table

2

— A demographic Study on *¢ Life-span ”” —
Minoru TACHI

In the current life table the curve of complete expectation of life is a uni-modal
curve, and the age at the longest expectation of life as indicated by %. and the longest
expectation of life as represented by &(%) clearly express the infant and childhood
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mortality in the general ¢ Absterbeordnung ”, and also the general mortality.

In the following expression,

3=\ 1wanne (1)
as 2 wm=twem -1 (2)
dx € TeRIHY ’ :
%, will be obtained by solving the following when equation (2)=0
e(x)u(x)=1. (3)

However, in the life table, data of (%) is limited, and the re-graduation is needed
in considerable cases, when g (x)-curve is used. Therefore, the method of finding %,
and (%) approximately through the interpolation of ¢(x) by second-degree parabola,
has been used.

This method has been applied to almost all the life-tables in Japan including the
tables by prefectures as prepared by Prof. Haruo Mizushima, and its application is
made also to life tables of 54 foreign countries, from the end of the 19th century to
the present day, as picked up chiefly from the United Nations’ Demographic
Yearbooks.

As a result, it has been found that X, moves, almost without exception, in the
direction of 0-age as the modernization of those countries progresses, and the difference
between the longest expectation of life and the expectation of life at birth, 4&, turns
smaller as %, becomes less. Where,

ge=2e(%)—e0).

And it has also been found that 4& rapidly and markedly becomes small when

%. comes to be less than the age of 1.5.

Regional Difference in the Aging of Population of Our Country

Masao UEDA

An observation will be made as to the trend of age composition of Japan’s popu-
lations in urban, rural area and prefectures with a stress on the medium age and
average age.

During the period between 1920 and 1930—35 when the birth rate in Japan began
to show the tendency of decrease of the modern time, the age composition became
“ rejuvenated > both in the urban district and rural district. After the period, with
the decrease of birth rate, the juvenile population shrank but the productive age and
older age populations continued to expand in rural district whereas the productive age
population decreased in urban district. However, the proportion of the old age popu-
lation to the total population grew larger by degrees in the urban district too and
after 1935 the average and medium ages have started to rise. In 1947-50 the rise in
the average age of population was temporarily suspended due to a baby boom, but
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in 1950-55 it made a rapid rise.

When the cities, towns and villages throughout the country are grouped according
to the size of their populations, the ratio of productive age population rises and the
young and old age populations decrease as the size of the city, town or village grows.
The medium age was smallest in small cities and towns with populations of 20,000—
30,000, and largest in rural district. The average age was smallest in towns with
populations of 10,000—20,000, largest in village while the average age is higher in
rural district, but highest in large cities.

The age composition of population of each prefecture shows characteristics
mingled with peculiarity of the birth rate, high or low, and the extent of urbaniza-
tion of the district. The medium and average ages are low in localities where the
birth rate is high and juvenile population is large, whereas these ages are high in
localities which show a low birth rate and which is urbanized. When the patterns
of the age composition in the prewar years are compared with those in the postwar
years, their relative position do not differ largely, but regional differences are generally
reduced. The average and medium ages show a clearly negative co-relation with
the birth rate, though they have little relation with the death rate. This fact Jjustifies
the regional applicability of the theory that *the aging of population is not caused
by the decrease of death rates but rather by the decrease in birth rates’.

In the period of 1950—55 the age composition grew older in all prefectures, and
birth rates dropped largely where the age composition was not originally young.
Therefore, aging of population proceeds in such areas.

The Tendency of Increase in 1930-50 of Urban Population By Sex

Kiichi YAMAGUCHI

With regard to 248 cities in the 1950 census, the tendency of actual increase of
both male and female populations has been analyzed, by converting populations of
1930, 1935, 1940 and 1947 into the population in the 1950 census area. The proportion
of the total population of these cities in the 1950 census areas to the population for
all Japan is 39% in 1930, 449 in 1940 and 382 in 1950, and it is apparent that the
effects of evacuation of population from these cities during the war have not yet been
removed. The increase of population of cities in 1930—1950 is greater in females than
in males, the increase in males showing 292 and that in females showing 3494 of the
increased total national male and female popuiations respectively. In 1940—47, the
population decreased in cities with populations not less than 100,000, especially in the
six major cities, but the population of cities with populations of not more than 100,000
and rural area increased at a rate higher than the prewar rate, the rate being higher
with female than with male.

In 1930—40 and 1947—50, the increase of population became more remarkable as
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the size of cities expanded, and the increase of female population has been larger than
that of male population in respect to cities with the population not less than 50,000.
Cities whose populations increased at a remarkable rate during 1930—50 concentrated
in the Keihin (Tokyo—Yokohama) district, Nagoya district and Hanshin (Osaka—Kobe)
district, and none of them are found on the Japan Sea side.

In prewar years, whereas the female population has always been larger than the
male population in rural area, the male population has exceeded the female population
in cities on the whole but the degree of excess over the latter has been on the decrease.
However in 1947, after the war’s end, the female population became larger than the
male population in cities, too, though the degree of excess over the latter population
was lower than that in rural area. In 1947—50, the weight of the female population
decreased in cities with populations of not more than 50,000 but increased in cities
with populations not less than 50,000. In prewar years, too, most of the small cities
had larger female populations, but in large cities the male populations were in great
excess in prewar years, though the degree of excess began to show a tendency of
gradual fall.

Although the degree of increase or decrease in population differs according to the
industrial and locational conditions of cities, the weight of women both in the number
and rate of increase grew larger in all cities, except small cities and rural area, and
it was especially the case with large cities. This is chiefly due to the increased

3

mobility of women, and shows the fact that ** feminization > of urban population has
made progress in Japan, where there were found in prewar years the characteristics

different from those in European countries.

Reproduction Rata of Population according to Marital Status Table

Naobumi TAKAGI

There is R. R. Kuczinski’s net reproduction rate as one of the methods of meas-
uring the reproductivity of population. This net reproduction rate shows how many
a woman can have daughters who will become mothers of the next generation when
the birth rates and death rates by ages of women of conceptive age in a certain year
are taken as constant. Since in this case the birth rates of women in general are
assumed to be constant despite the fact that women bearing children are married
women, it may be said that the marital status is implicit here. Supposing the pro-
portion of married women to women in general be taken as constant and the birth
rates of married women as constant, the result is that the ratio of married women
based on the tabulation of marfiages and divorces in the past have to be taken as
constant and, therefore, the purity of the reproductivity rate would be lost because
there are included in the demographic factors related to birth past data of marriages

and divorces. If the reproductivity of a certain year is to be expressed purely, all such
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factors must be taken as constant.

When all demographic factors in a certain year related to births are made con-
stant, the stationary population in that year will be obtained thfough the classifying
of the general pdpulation by marital status known from statistics of marriages and
divorces by ages of men and wives and from those of deaths of married and un-
married persons, and the said population can be shown in a table which may be
called a marital status table. The married women in this table will be multiplied by
the specific birth rates of mothers by their ages respectively, and the results summed
up will express the reproduction rate of the population more rationally and explicitly
than that known as Kuczinski’s net reproduction rate. A

The present author has prepared marital status tables as to the population in
1933 and 1950 of Japan, and by use of these tables, the reproduction rate has been.
calculated.

A Statistical Observation of Suicide

Yasuko SATO

Natural deaths and accidental deaths occur commonly to human beings and other
living creatures, but suicide is an occurrence peculiar to the human society. Man is
sometimes referred to as a ¢ political animal > in differentiating him from beasts, but
he may be called an * animal capable of committing suicide *.

Suicide rates differ remarkably by nation, and according to the Demographic.
Yearbook ** compiled by the United Nations, Japan, along with Switzerland and Den-
mark, is one of the leading suicide nations in the world, the suicide rate in this country
being especially high in time of peace as compared with that in war time. The high
suicide rate is attributable to financial difficulties in Japan as well as to the strongly
emotional and melancholic national character of the Japanese. '

When the suicide rates of men and women are compared, the rate of men exceeds.
by far that of women in all years. This might strike one as odd in view of the highly
emotional traits of women. However, the reason may be that women are more
capable of preserving through adversity than men, or that they have less cause than
men have for committing suicide.

When the suicide rate of each age group in Japan is observed the rate is ex-
‘tremely low among those of tender age, but still there are reported every year scores
of suicide cases among children of not more than 15 years of age. Only the largeness
of juvenile population makes the suicide rate appear insigniffcantly low. In the curve
of suicide rate according to age, a peak is found at the age group of 20—24, and the
curve continues to decline until it reaches the age group of 40—44. Then the curve
resumes its upward trend and the rate becomes particularly high with persons over
70 years old. This is due, firstly, to sickness and secondly to poverty. Itis considered



that in Japan where there are no sufficient protection institutes for aged people with-

out kith and kin, old folks commit suicide particulary for poverty in many cases.

A Study of Some Factors Expected to Affects the Percentage
of Those Gainfully Occupied in Each Age Group

Toshihiko SHIMAMURA

A study has been made on the international statistics in respect to the corelations
between age composition of population and the percentage of those employed in
primary industry, per head national income (converted into U. S. dollars), the
proportion of unpaid family workers in the entire occupied population and the employ-
ment rates of both sexes in each age group. There exists between per head national
income and the employment rate of the aged a highly nagative corelation (corelation
coeflicients being —0.64 in males and —0.67 in females). Furthermore, a positive
co-relation can be found between the percentage of those engaged in primary industry
and the employment rates of the aged of both sexes (corelation coefficients being
0.74 in males and 0.7] in females).

This latter corelation, it is considered, agrees with that between the national
income and the emplyment rate. In other words, the coefficient of corelation between
the percentage of those emplyed in the primary industry and per head national income
is as high as —0.811, but since it connot be concluded that the productivity of primary
industry is necessarily lower than that of other industries, it may be said that the
corelation between the above percentage of those employed in primary industry and
the employment rate agrees with that between national income and the employment
rate.

Such a corelation as above between the income and the employment rate of the
aged, in the face of sharp increase in the productive age population and a considerable
increase in the population of the aged people which are expected in the future will
have important bearings on the future productive population and the question of
employment of the aged.

Although the actual national income has greatly expanded after the war and is
said to have already exceeded the prewar level, it is still considerably low as com-
pared with the international level. The growth of Japanese economy in the last few
years is considered to be exceptionally great, but it is uncertain how long this will
last, while the population continues to increase sharply.

It is deemed that the level of national income of Japan will remain low at least
in the near future. If so, the high employment rate of the aged people will continue
to exist, and it will bring about heavy pressure upon the productive population which
is on the way of expansion. .

A solution to the employment question should therefore, be found in the future



by considering such question of productive population together with that of 1the aged
people.

Change in Native Populations in Colonies
Kazumasa KOBAYASHI

Primitive peoples have undergone an obvious change in their livelihood as a result
*of colonization of their native lands by civilized nations, and they have also not been
free from change in their population phenomenon. The three examples taken up in
this report are those of natives of colonies whose population has decreased sharply
first, and later has recovered the original size and proceeded in increase eventually.
One of these examples is that of American Indians in Central Mexico which was
colonized since the 16 th century by the Spanish, another one shows the experience of
natives in Western Samoa, Polynesia, which was colonized by Germany and Great
Britain since the middle of the 19 th Century, and the remaining one is the example
of the native of Fiji Islands, Melanesia, which came under British colonization since
the early half of the 19th century.

American Indians in Central Mexico: The large population of natives numbering
11,000,000 in 1519 decreased sharply owing to many years’® unfavorable labor conditions
under which they were employed in great number for the establishment of a colony,
and also to epidemic which broke out several times widely among them. Conse-
quently, white men were faced with the serious shortage of native laborers as early
as the end of the 16 th century, the native population having decreased to 2,500,000 in
1597.

However, with the commencement of application of the debt peonage system to
the natives in the 17th century, the assimilation of natives with white men was
accelerated, and in the economic development of the colony the native population
began to increase since the end of the 17 th century racially mixing with the white
population.

The examples in Western Samoa and Fiji Islands: In sharp contrast with the
situation in Central Mexico, the employment of native labor was very low in degree
for the economic development of these districts. In Fiji Islands where development
of these districts. In Fiji Islands where development works were carried out on a
large scale, a large number of Indians were immigrated as laborers of the sugar
industry. But because of the serious pressure of Western economy on the native lands
and also of the prevalence of infectious diseases carried from abroad the native popula-
tions in these two island areas have decreased greatly. The population in Western
Samoa was 80,000 in 1787 and 28,000 in 1881 while ip Fiji Island it was 250,000 in
1800 and 87,096 in 1911. However, the population began to increase since the end of

the 19th century in the former area while it started to increase since about 1915 in
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Fiji. The population stood at 61,867 in 1945 in Western Samoa and it was 123,995
in 1948 in Fiji Islands.
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An Observation on the Increase and Distribution of Population

in the Philippine Islands
Hidehiko HAMA

In the Philippine Islands population censuses were taken twice during Spanish
rule (in 1877 and 1887), three times under U. S. administration (in 1903, 1918 and
1939) and once (in 1948) after the obtainment of its independence.

The Philippine population in the Spanish reign is estimated presumably on the
basis of (1) the number of tributes owned by each Encomienda, (2) the number of’
baptisms, marriages and deaths which occurred in each parish, (3) cédula tax
collected from male residents of certain ages, and (4) censuses taken by the
colonial government. The figures obtained by such means offer a basis for a general
survey of the historical change of the Philippine population.

Until the first half of the 18th century, the Philippine population increased only
slightly perhaps not exceeding one million, due to despotism by the Spaniards and to:
the adoption of mercantilism by the home government. The population is believed
to have decreased particulary in the early days of the Spanish conquest in the latter
half of the 16 th century.

In the first half of the 19 th century, the population showed a remarkable growth,.
increasing to two and a half times as large as the population in the end of the previous.
century, but duringv the second half it became only 1.8 times as large as the population.
in 1850. This is considered due chiefly to the cholera epidemic and the domestic:
disturbances. As a result of improvement of sanitary conditions thereafter the popu-
lation expanded from the 7,640,000 in 1903 to 22,265,000 in 1956, showing an increase:
to a size about three times as large as that in 1903. Population Division of the United
Nations estimates that this will increase to 35,230,000 in 1980, but this estimation is.
considered to be conservative more or less in view of the rapid growth of population.
in the Philippines in recent years.

It is said that there still remains in the Philippines, mainly on Mindanao Island,.
a considerable area of undeveloped arable land. It is, therefore, cansidered that the:

population problem of the Philippines means the matter of maldistribution of its.

— 75 —



population. Yet, the Goverment program for settling people in such undeveloped land
shows no appreciable progress, while farm-land in the densely populated areas of the
Luzon Island such as the central plain and west coast tends to decrease in some
degree. This fact indicates that the population pressure cannot be relieved merely by
redistribution of population through settlement, unless thorough redistribution of land
is carried out through a farm-land reform. Therefore, it is expected that many
difficulties will be encountered in expanding the Philippines’ capacity of absorbing
‘population so long as the colonial agricultural system is maintained and the feudalistic
‘way of ownership of land strongly continues to exist.

The Population. Situation in the Soviet Union

Ayanori OKASAKI

The population in Russia has increased sharply, even after the revolution, owing
to the birth of a large number of children. The birth rate was high, for instance in
1926 and 1927, it being as high as 43.7 in these two years. On the other hand, the
death rate was also high in these years, it amounting to 19.1 and 21.0, respectively.
“Thus, the rate of natural increase was 24.6 in 1926 and 22.7 in 1927.

Although the various economic programs made after the revolution must have
contributed to the heightening of population absorbing capacity of the Soviet Union,
it is presumed that such a high rate of expansion of population as mentioned above
has prevented the economic reconstruction from progressing according to the schedule.

In the Soviet Union free abortion has been recognized since 1920, but as the
‘birth rate was high as ever in 1927, it may be said that the abortion has not had
great effects on the birth rate. Notwithstanding this, the number of abortions increased
sharply in 1930. In Moscow the number of abortions was as small as 20 against 100
births, yet it rapidly increased to 270 in 1934. Furthermore, the abortions in the
European area of the Soviet Union were only 13 against 100 births in 1924-1925, but
-they- increased to 100 against 100 births in 1934.

With the spread of abortions, however, the birth rate has fallen gradually, and it
lowered to 28.6 in 1935. )

Although it is unkown whether the economic programs in the Soviet Union have
produced 100 per cent results, it is considered that her economic power in 1935 was
not only sufficient to strengthen the national defense, but to make easier the people’s
livelihood. Probably for this reason the Soviet Government prohibited in 1936 the
abortion of the first children born to married couples. And in the following year, a
law regulating the family life was proclaimed whereby abortion was strictly prohibited
‘in principle along with the adoption of measures encouraging the bearing of children.

The above law prohibiting abortion produced effects at a surprinsingly rapid rate.
In Moscow, for instnnce, the number of abortions_amounted to 30,877 in the third
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quarter of 1935, but it dropped to 2,306 in the same period of 1936. As regards the
number of abortions in the whole Soviet Russia it is reported that it decreased by 97
per cent between the earlier half of 1936 and the latter half of 1937.

It seems to be apparent that the measures taken to prohibit abortion and to
encourage the bearing of children, have immediately brought about the increase in
births in the Soviet Union. For example, the birth rate in Moscow which was 17.3
in 1935 increased sharply to 35.4 in 1937. The rate in the whole Soviet Union which
was 28.6 in 1935 increased to 38.3 in 1937.

If efforts were made in the Soviet Union, instead of the recognition of free abor-
tion, for the diffusion of the idead of contraception and also for the spread of practical
measures for contraception, this practice would have formed a habit in the life of the
masses. Therefore, it would probably have boon difficult to raise the birth rate easily
when the Soviet authorities switched to the policy of encouraging the bearing of
children, however careful and pertinent measures be taken for encouragement.

Although there may be much controversy upon the question of abortion when
viewed from the standpoints of medical science, humanity and religion, it may be said
that abortion is certainly effective for controlling births as may be required by the
sistuation, by means of its prohibition or its conditional legalization.
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