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Current situation and perspectives of early
childhood intervention in Japan

UEDA Kimiko*

Abstract

In Japan, early childhood intervention began as measures of children with physical disabilities. It has
been transformed into integrative bio-psycho-social model that included compensation for the child’s
upbringing and the role of childcare support. Early childhood intervention is a program for preschool-aged
children with disabilities. With the implementation of the revised Child Welfare Law in 2012, this program has
made it possible for children with disabilities to receive support in their familiar community, regardless of
their disability type. The number of early childhood intervention facilities and users has increased rapidly, and
ensuring appropriate operation and quality of support has become an issue. In recent years, child-rearing
support policies that prioritize the best interests of the child have been emphasized, and integrated promotion
with measures to support children with disabilities has been called for. The situation surrounding children
with disabilities has changed significantly over the past decade. This paper describes the historical background
of early childhood intervention in Japan, as well as the evolution of the policies for children with disability up to
the present. It also examines related research and international trends, and summarizes the current situation
and issues of early childhood intervention.
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