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What is the Comprehensive Reform of Social Security
and Tax?: A Necessary Step to Protect, Evolve
and Maintain Japan's Social Security System

NAKAMURA Shuichi*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to confirm the significance of the comprehensive reform of social
security and tax in the history of social security in Japan since 1990.

First, this paper will confirm the process from the start of consideration of comprehensive reform of
social security and tax till the realization of system reform.

On top of that, it will make clear that this reform has realized to integrate the reform of the social
security system and the securing of financial resources as one, and tackled the increase in burden head-on
which had tended to be avoided so far, and achieved the result that could not have been achieved by the
conventional social security reform of securing social security financial resources by raising the consumption
tax.

Second, the social security reforms until then have been implemented under the long-term LDP
administration since 1955, but this reform was carried out amid the change of government, from the
establishment of Democratic Party in 2009 to the return to the LDP administration in 2012, and points out that
it is of significant importance that the ruling and opposition parties reached an agreement on social security
policy, about which the conflict had deepened before and after the change of government in 2009 and then the
system reforms were realized.
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