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Municipal Support for People with Disabilities:
Issues in Post-General Support for Persons with Disabilities Act

Naoko IBARAKI*

Abstract

Community support for people with disabilities in Japan is independently provided by municipalities
through the efforts of the disabled themselves. Therefore, gaps in the municipalities’local support systems for
the disabled had become extraordinarily large at the end of the 20th century. In 2006, the national government
enacted Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act to eliminate any remaining gaps in
municipalities, along with any gaps in support for different types of disabilities. Further, under the current
General Support Law for Persons with Disabilities Act, in-home care is the financial responsibility of the
national government, and a shift from this approach is intended to eliminate disparities in municipalities.
However, these gaps have not yet been plugged. According to current data on municipalities and their grant-
paying decisions based on certified support classifications for nursing care benefits for the disabled, it is clear
that the weaker a municipality’s fiscal position, the fewer decisions it makes on grants for long-term care. In
addition, municipalities notably vary in the amount of aid they provide for communication, such as providing
sign language interpreters. Because Japan has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, the country’s fiscal aid system for providing local support to those with disabilities, particularly
national treasury billing criteria, needs to be re-evaluated from the perspective of protecting the rights of the
disabled.
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