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Disability Pension: Problems and Prospects

Yu MOMOSE*

Abstract

The disability pension system in Japan has been facing the problem of an increasing number of
pensioners with psychiatric or intellectual disabilities, but neither the ratio of pensioners nor the fiscal scale is
so large from an international perspective. On the other hand, the current system has problems such as
regional differences in disability evaluation, the people with disabilities who cannot be pensioners, low benefit
levels, inefficiencies in the additional amount system, the decreased function of poverty prevention, the
narrow range of the benefit target people, and the discrepancies between responses to the pensioners who
enter the work-force.

There is a high expectation for reviewing the disability pension system due to the problems above as
well as the incomes and poverty conditions of people with disabilities. Also, by the macro-economic slide
formula adopted in the amendment in 2014, the income security of people with disabilities is expected to
recede in the long term. However, the premium level fixation method has made it difficult to develop the
disability pension itself.

Keywords : disability pension, pension reform, public assistance, disability allowance, disability policy
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