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Who was Admitted to Certified Nursery Schools?
Results of a Questionnaire Survey of Applicants

ANDO Michihito*' and MAEDA Masako**

Abstract

This paper examines the characteristics of households whose children were admitted to certified
nursery schools by conducting a questionnaire survey of all nursery-school applicants in a municipality facing
an undersupply of nursery schools. The results show that, first, while the admission rate was over 75% for
households with mothers who were full-time workers or on childcare leave, it was only around 60% for
households with mothers who were part-time workers or self-employed and around 38% for households with
mothers looking for work. Second, regarding the relationship between the mother’s income level and the
admission rate, the admission rate rose as the mother’s income at the time of application increased up to a
certain point but then began to fall after the mother’s income exceeded a certain level. Third, the percentage of
households that tactically shortened the childcare leave period for the sake of their nursery school application
was approximately 37% for households with mothers on childcare leave at the time of application. The
admission rates of these households were approximately 87% , making them approximately 12% higher than
those of comparison groups.
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