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Reducing the Family Burden of Higher Education
and Achieving ‘De-familialization”:
Making Universities Available to All Citizens

OOKA Yorimitsu*

Abstract

This article regards the guarantee of education in “de-familialization” and examines whether it is
possible to “de-familialize higher education”, that is, to increase public higher education expenditures (I).
The grounds for investing public funds in higher education and reducing the burden on families are as follows.
First, it would mitigate labor shortages related to the declining birth rate and aging population. Second, it
would increase tax revenue due to an increase in university graduates (II).

However, these arguments are insufficient to obtain strong public support. Nearly half of all people
never attend university. They prophesy that “taxes will only be taken. They will not come back,” and oppose
the tax increase. Consequently, they cannot have the financial resources to afford university education after
they have started working. The vicious “self-fulfilling prophecy” cycle that materializes the “prophecy”
continues. To break this vicious cycle, it is first necessary to implement a policy to expand the admission of
working adults to universities through public funding.

The “de-familialization of higher education” cannot merely be accomplished through social security
in early life. It can only be achieved when it is fulfilled in both early life and mid-late life (III). It is necessary to
have an organization that comprehensively analyzes the reports of each ministry and agency, and investigates
and accomplishes the social goals of the entire country (IV).

Keywords : Familialism, Public Opinion, Self-fulfilling Prophecy, Lifelong Learning, Independent Research
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