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Who Uses Free Study Support: Analysis
of Junior High Students in Five Prefectures in Japan

ABE Aya*' and MATSUMURA Satoshi**

Abstract

Free study support is gaining attention as an effective program for poor children in Japan. This study
analyzed characteristics of those attending these programs, using surveys of 14 year olds conducted by
prefectures and municipalities. The analysis showed those attending the programs are more likely to be low-
income and low academic achievement, yet the economic hardship is not necessarily above those who did not
attend. The strongest association with the attending the programs was found to be with welfare (seikatsu
hogo) use and after-class tutoring within school. On the other hand, there is a large fraction of children who
would have attended the programs, but did not. These children are less likely to attend in-school tutoring, less
likely to attend private for-profit tutoring (juku), and less likely to be on welfare than the attendees.
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