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Opportunity and Individualization of Learning

KARIYA Takehiko*

Abstract

What ideologies are underpinned in the policy of “education as social security for the first half of life”
when it is implemented? This article examines the “past” of education policies as social security from this
perspective. The focus will be on the ‘education, education, education’ policy announced and implemented by
the Blair government in the UK, and the semantic shift in the meanings of meritocracy as the ideology that led
and supported the policy.

After introducing premises of the Blair administration’s policies, by examining the report that
evaluated effects of the policy, it is revealed that the policy overall did not achieve the expected results. This is
followed by an historical discourse analysis on the ideology of meritocracy that placed equality of educational
opportunity at the heart of social equalization in the United States. The analysis uncovers that a strong
conceptual provision for equality of educational opportunity emerged in tandem with the “child-centred”
pedagogical belief in accommodating education to individuals’ needs and that it promoted the personalization
and individualization of teaching and learning in the US to attain their idealised equality of educational
opportunity. Finally, it is argued how the further personalization and individualization of learning with full use
of Al and ICT will affect the “future” of education as a social security policy in Japan.

Keywords : the Blair Administration, ‘Education, Education, Education’, Meritocracy, Equality of Educational
Opportunity, Individualization of Learning
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