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The System of Childcare Leave Benefits
and Financial Resources in Japan

TAKAHATA Junko®

Abstract

The childcare leave benefits have been enhanced and revised, and the purpose has been changed
from “continuing employment of leavers” to “income security during leave”. On the other hand, issues such
as imbalance with the unemployment benefits under the employment insurance system, claims about how to
bear the costs, and the uneven distribution of recipients have arisen, making it difficult to justify the principle
of gender equality and gender equality in employment. Furthermore, some of the interests of the insured
group have also been undermined.

In order to solve these issues, it is necessary to separate childcare leave benefits from the
employment insurance system and adopt another mechanism. Since the benefits of child-rearing are enjoyed
by the whole society, the cost of childcare leave benefits should be widely borne by the whole society, and a
method that has high reliability in securing financial resources is desirable. Rather than the social insurance
system and the bearing by full national treasury, a contribution system in which the national treasury and the
entire adult, employer, and self-employed person share the burden widely is more suitable. If childcare leave
benefits are positioned as one of the childcare support benefits, it may be possible to provide more flexible
forms of benefits to wider recipients.

Keywords : Childcare Leave Benefits, Financial Resources, Contribution System, Childcare Support,
Employment Insurance
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