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Poverty and Living Conditions in Relation to Housing:
Using “The National Survey on Social Security
and People’ s Life (2017)"

BANDO Michiko*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the poverty and living conditions in relation to housing, using
individual data from the “The National Survey on Social Security and People’s Life (2017)”, which adds items
on housing. As indicators, the minimum residential standard and the ratio of housing expenses to income and
expenditure were used.

Generally, the higher the income class, the better the status of housing, but the status of housing
varies greatly depending on the form of ownership. Residents who have already paid off have large floor space
and low housing costs, but those who live in private rental housing have small floor area that is less than the
minimum living area standard. In addition, the households living in private rental housing has a large housing
cost burden. The above results suggest that housing conditions are closely related to poverty and living
conditions.

Even in the same income class, the floor space and housing expenses differed depending on whether
receiving public assistances, and having savings or debts. Therefore, in order to grasp poverty and living
conditions, it is necessary to analyze not only income but also asset status.

Keywords : Poverty, Living Conditions, Housing, The National Survey on Social Security and People’s Life
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