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Poverty Measurement based on Relative Deprivation in Japan

Yui OHTSU*! and Kuriko WATANABE **

Abstract

Summary:

In this paper, we examined relative deprivation in Japan, which is one of the most representative
non-monetary indictors for measuring poverty. Since 2000s, poverty measurement has become a big stream in
empirical research, although these were much rather based on monetary indicators, such as relative poverty
rate. Hence, we analyzed the relative deprivation using the “National Survey on Social Security and People’s
Life” conducted by the National Institute of Population and Social Security Research in 2017.

We found two main results in this research. One is that there is the negative correlation between
equivalized income and relative deprivation, which means lower income households have higher material
deprivation. Second is that even controlling household income, single parent households are in severe
deprivation compare to other household types. It would imply that poverty measurement depending only on
monetary indicators is not enough to capture households in needy and difficulties.

Keywords : Poverty, Deprivation
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