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An Adult Child’s Obligation to Support Parents
and Social Security: Focusing on Public Assistance

Sayaka DAKE*

Abstract

In the case where a parent has not paid expenses for bringing up his or her child for a long time after
divorce from his or her spouse, the child’ s obligation to support the parent can be lightened. However, unless
a child is considered not to be under an obligation to support his or her parent, his or her obligation of support
could raise questions when the parent receives public assistance.

In Public Assistance Act, the support obligor can be demanded to fulfill the obligation of support by
paying the costs of public assistance which the support obligee received. However, in reality, it is in very few
cases that public assistance administrators oblige support obligors to pay the costs through formalities of
family courts, and this situation could be explained by the levy procedure which takes time and effort.

This actual practice seems favorable to the children who do not want to fulfill obligations to support
their parents after long separation. However, in view of the primary function of the costs levy from support
obligors, we need to consider a shift to strict practice of costs levy, and, at the same time, limitation of support
obligors who are demanded to pay the costs of public assistance.

Keywords : Obligation of Support, Public Assistance, Levy of Public Assistance Costs, Principle of Precedence
of Obligation of Support Over Public Assistance
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