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Demographic Approach to Megalopolis in Japan :
Migration Behavior in Megalopolis

TosHlo KuURroDA

1. This 1s an attempt to understand “megalopolis” in Japan particularly from the
standpoint of migration bchavior in the three metropolitan arcas possibly forming Tokai-
do Megalopolis.

2. Various indices, economic, industrial, social, cultural, and political, indicate great
concentration of these activities in the Tokaido Linc areas, containing about 11 prefec-
tures.

3. However, it is not easy to determine whether or not the three metropolitan arcas-
Tokyo, Nagoya, and IHanshin arc central cities of respective mcetropolitan arcas-could be
considered as a vast area having overall unity.

4. Idea of Megalopolis is contributable for planning regional development, which
should be based on broad understanding of interrelationships between arcas, divisions,
and regions.

5. Major finding from migration study herc is that Capital region has been and
scems to continue in future to be extremely dominant in many aspects of demography
compared with other two metropolitan areas.

6. Some suggestions have been made concerning probably desirable direction of
regional development policy by taking into account of specific development of cach metro-
politan area and also foreseeable change of migration mainly caused by drastic shift of

population structure in near future.
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Some Characteristics of the Megalopolitan Development
in Japan : Migration Velocity Analysis

SHicEMt  KonNo

This study attempts to analyze some notable characteristics of migration streams into
the megalopolis in Japan, the coalescence of the three major metropolitan areas, namely, the
Tokyo-Yokohama Area, Nagoya Area and Osaka-Kyoto-Kobe Area, by making use of the
index of “migration velocity” which Prof. D. J. Bogue and others contrived to measure
relative intensities of migration streams between geographical areas.

The present analysis indicates that there are distinct features among the prefectures
delineated as megalopolitan which include not only prefectures within the three metro-
politan areas but those lying between each two metropolitan areas. First, for those
megalopolitan prefectures, net in-migration velocities from non-megalopolitan prefectures
are substantially high whereas those in reverse current are not significant: secondly,
in-migration velocities are incomparably higher between megalopolitan prefectures than
between non-megalopolitan prefectures. Megalopolitan prefectures are characterized not
only by strength of in-migration velocities into their areas but also by mighty migratory
force taking place between intra-megalopolitan areas.

It gives us some interests to analyze the tendencies of migration streams concerning
the prefectures lying between major metropolitan areas. Shizuoka, Gifu and Shiga repre-
sent such prefectures and they show that the coalescing tendency is under way, particu-
larly between Tokyo-Yokohama and Nagoya metropolitan areas from the migration point

of view,
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Megalopolis  Formation and Suburban Agriculture

YuicH MINAKAWA
Sriko TARATIASIH

This report examines the effect of urbanization and industrialization in areas along
Pacific and Inland-Sea coastal lines on surrounding suburban agriculture and agricultural
community. The number of agricultural households in such suburban agricultural areas
is 1.8 million and the agricultural population there is 10 million, occupying 30% of the
total agricultural households and their population.

At present, the agricultural households and villages in these suburban areas are
undergoing big qualitative change through the rapid urbanization and industrialization,
reflecting the high level of growth in economy. Recently, the development of suburban
intensive agriculture utilizing the economic location in the suburban zones is being ham-
pered by such negative factors to development of agricultural managerent as the
abolition of farm land by convertion into industrial lots and residence, or part-time
engagement in agriculture of household heads and first sons.

This situation presents a problem of great effect to the future of urbanization. The
dissolution of suburban agriculture by urbanization will also cause a severe difficulty in
the food supply for these areas of gigantic population concentration. Then, also for the
healthy development of urbanization, the protection and promotion of suburhban agriculture
mainly for vegetables, live-stocks and horticulture are strongly needed.
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Report ot the Fourth Fertility Survey in 1962 (3)

Hisao Aok

This paper is the third report concerning the results of the Fourth TP ertility Survey
conducted in July 1962 by the Institute of Population Problems. The first report written
in No.90 of this Journal dealt with figures of average number of children cver born per
couple, and the second onc in No. 93 analysed the problem of childlessness. i this third
report observation was made on the distribution of couples by number of children ever
born, and the distribution of births in 1861 by their birth order.

The mode of the distribution of couples by number of childien ever born whose
wives were 45 to 49 years old and had been married at the ages less than 30, was at 4.
The comparablle figures was at 6 in prewar period (by 1950 census), and at 3 in the
couples of this survey whose duration of marriage were from 15 to 19 years.

Comparing by their residence, in 1950 census the mode was at 4 in urban and at 6
in rural area, but in this survey it came at 4 in both arca. Class sifying by hushands’
occupations, the mode was at 4 in agricultural and forestry workers, and 3 in non-manual
workers. But the difference between them seems to reduce in futurc.

As to the distribution of births in 1961 by their birth order, the tendency of fertility
decline is more remarkable. The proportion of the first births increased from 192 in
prewar period to 43% in 1961, On the contrary, the proportion of the 5th and more

decreased from 32% to only 2%5.
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