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Analysis of the Present Phase of the Population Problems of
Japan: in Special Reference to the Overconcentration

of Population in Megalopolitan Areas
Tarsto HoNpa

1. The low birth and death rates have beccme a constitutional attribute of population
in post-war Japan, which is, so to speak, a silent declaration of human rights and demo-
This, naturally, requires an innovation of national

cracy by the people themselves.
The

economy, 1. e. the economy of high productivity of labor and high level of wages.
actual effect of the new pattern of vital statistics in the labor market, i. e. the slow
down of the increase rate of the labor force, will appear after 1965, especially after 1970.

9. By the way, the high growth of Japan's econcmy in recent years has occaisioned
a severe shortage of labor force, which is an epoch-making event in her century long
history of capiltalistic developement. The farming labor force has began to decrease
rapidly. The number of farming household, however, do not decrease so much, although
side jobs even of householders are prevaling more and more. Farmer's tenacity for
farmland is so strong that the national program to enlarge the too small farm scale and
to increase the farmers income so far as to balance the rising wage level of modern
industries is at the deadlock. According to the recent results of the Institute’s survey,
even in the inheritor sons of farmers who are being engaged in other occupations major
part of them are intending to inherit the farmland in future. The reason why they don’t
intend to abandon their farmland in spite of the relatively decling income of agriculture
can be explaind by the fact that the present wage level and their conditions of employ-

ment arc not enough to assure their life. A small piece of farmland has a high worth

as an indispensable subsidary income source and as a guarantee of their old age life. In
other words, farmers tenacity for farmland is nothing but the proof of the very low wage
level and the deficit of social security of the present Japan.

3. The excessive inflow or overcocentration of population in megalopolitan areas will
be explaind also by the low standard of living of urbarn population. It is needless to say
that the fundamental condition of the concentration in megalopolitan areas is the con-
centration of capital. However, a secondary and adjusting condition against the excessive
inflow or over-concentration lies in the height of living standard of the urbarn area. If
it were high enough as to maintain the dignity of the citizens, it opperates to keep away
an excessive inflow of the persons who have no ability to live there. In Tokyo or Osaka,
however, the inflow population consists mainly of newly graduated young labor force,
majority of whom is engaged in small and medium size enterprises. The live-in system



of these enterprises shows how their labor conclitions are being kept low. Therefore we
can say as follows: in megalopolitan areas in present Japan, the wealth concentrates the
population, and the poverty accelerates it to the excessive extent. Or, in other expression,
the huge population-absorbing power in these areas lies in the huge range between wealth
and poverty. The worries of over-concentration of population in great cities can he
remedied only by the adjustmen of antagonism between capital and labor in capitalistic
economy.

4. The abundant supply of cheap labor, favored chiefly by the stable existence of
small farming system, has been a strong promotive power of Japan’s capitalism. Its
high growth in recent years have occaisioned, as mentioned avove, the severe shortage of
labor force. And this shortage of labor force is pressing it out more and more by the
deterioration of farmer’s economy. But such a way of labor force supply can not solve
the problem fundamentally, nothing to say of the increasing social unrest. It will lead,
moreover, to an excessive decrease of birth rate in rural areas and to a national inbalance
of supply and demand of labor force in the near future. Some symtoms of such move-
ment are perceived in the trends of differential fertility in present Japan. In a word, the
cheap labor system of old day Japan has become fetters to Japan’s capitalism. She has
grown to such a stage, but the work to do now is exceedingly severe. Nevertheless,
demographic transition of postwar Japan requires it to be done by all means. The popu-
lation problems of post-war Japan, which has passed several aspects successfully, has now
been confronted with the last and the most difficult aspect.
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An Observation of the Out-flow Patterns of Farm Labour Force
and the Situation of Maintenance of Successors in

Farm Househelds

SHIGERU HAYASHI

This is an intermediary report of the Survey of Labour Force Migration which was
carried out by our Institute in 1963 fiscal year. The purpose of this Survey is to grasp
the real situation of labour force migration in rural districts under the powerful economic
development. The subject of this Survey is a group of eleven villages-farming, forestry and
fishery-, which are most suitable to the study of the key subject in the current agricultural
policy, the improvement of farm structure and the formation of producing center.

Three main points which are reported in this paper are the following; the situation
the pattern of out-flow of labour force and the

of keeping young farmers in the villages, t
All these points are analyzed

situation of maintenance of successors in farm households.
in relation to the differences of village types.

In category A village where the productivity of labour and land is high, the propor-
tion of young farmers in village is relatively high, the out-flow of labour force is relati-
vely reasonable, the proportion of keeping successors in farm households is large and the

farmers’ attitude to economic environment is autonomous.



On the contrary, in category C village where the productivity of both land and labour
is low, the labour force is remarkably flowing out, the quality of labour force is becoming
worse and the agricultural production is in danger. In this category of village the far-
mers are passively adapting themselves to the economic circumstances. Neverthless the
number of farmers who intend to return to this category of village as farmers is not
small. This fact suggests that the out-flow from the villages is not a rational process.

In category B village where the productivity of land is low and the productivity of
labour is moderate, the problem is not in the out-flow of labour force but in the natural
condition which makes the productivity of land low.

Among all villages in Japan, the proportion of A category of villages is very small,
the proportions of B and C categories of villages are large. The cconomic difference
among these three types of villages would become larger and larger as the results of
labour force migration, if any steps against such a circumstance are not applied.

Therefore, some special measures are recommended for each category of village. IFor
category A the promotion of liquidity of land and capital for further modernization of
farming, for category C the improvement of agricultural management by cooperation of
insufficient labour force and by capital investment, and for category B which will diffe-
rentiate cither to A or C category the general development policy ; these are recommended
measures.

The increase of side-work farmers who have two possibilities, giving up farming and
modernizing farming should be regarded as a natural process; a rational adaptation from
the standpoint of farmers and a convenient utilization of labour force by the industrial

sector.
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Future Population Estimates for Japan by Sex and Age:

Estimated in June 1964
Hiveinko Hama

June 1, 1964.

(1) Date of estimate
Every year between 1955 and 1975 and every five

(2) Timc period of estimate
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years between 1975 and 2015 as of October 1. The estimates for every five years are
based on the assumption of holding constant the 1975 levels of assumed fertility and
mortality.

(3) Type of estimated population : De jure population by sex and age including
foreigners.

(4) Base population : De jure population by sex and age based on the complete
census enumeration for October 1, 1955.

A few corrections are adopted about population from 1955 through 1962 according to
figures actually obtained by vital statistics. These corrections give us an estimated popu-
lation of 1960 different from the census result of the same year based on one-percent
sample tabulation. This discrepancy will be reconsidered after being given the complete
tabulation of 1960 census population.

(5) Assumprion for fertility : The crude birth rate which had been rapidly declin-
ning after 1950 was recovered to some extent in 1958.

The age-specific fertility rates (fx) in 1958 shows, however, a different course of
trend in which only two 5-year age groups 20~24 and 25~29 mark higher levels while
all the rest indicate declines. After 1958, the fertility rate for age group 15~19 shows a
little upward trend and the rates for age groups 20~24 and 25~29 have been kept rela-
tively stable, while those for all other age groups, 30 years and over, have been continu-
ously declinning.

Considering this situation two kinds of assumptions are made. To sustain constantly
the average age-specific fertility rates of recent three years of 1959~1961 makes the ma-
ximum assuption. On the other hand, twelve yearly values of fertility rates from 1950
through 1961 are used to estimate future levels up to 1975 by making use of logistic
curve or rectangular hyperbola. By this way substantially lower future levels of fertility
are calculated, this constitutes the minimum assumption. These two kinds of age-specific
rates thus assumed are averaged in arithmetic mean making the medium assumption in
which the total fertility rate is 1.832 in 1975.

The estimated population are calculated according to the medium assumption of age-
specific fertility rates.

(6) Assumption for mortality : It is assumed that the mortality rates by sex and
age (Ux) in “The 16th Abridged Life Tables” (April 1, 1962-March 31, 1963) prepared
by the Institute of Population Problems further go down in arithmetic series to the ex-
pected mortality rate of 1975. The expected mortality rates of 1975 are set by comparing
the past trends of qx by sex and age with those of selected Western countries.

The average expectation of life at hirth by the expected qx of 1975 result in 72.5
years for males and 75.8 years for females.

(7) Future migration into and out of Japan is assumed to be nil because of its

negligibly small volume.
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i (Family Planning Association of Pakistan) -J:fitod Rz T8 2 & v ARSI 2 B4
(National Seminar on Pakistan’s Population Quake) | 23[Hfili 341, AWIIEHT A G EETT B T U 3T
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KENFZ AV v TRFED KA~ A TOIERI T 57288, 23Uz 3% A 2 vo> Muhammad Ayub Khan
KA SN 7o RIS O Z L1 &, Moslem DY x DOVl d) BRI Bk, [Tk
P —EiEyr LTS, U4 E Begum M. Salim Khan 805\ S 00 bh 720 OO0 TREHH O
BPERTRII L 236 b, AV & o THROO KYARTEBRIE? &b r, U b B0 a3 2 nidplizh L
N EREY, KR IES DS EOM I LT L E TR Tz 20 HE Ayub KEETIAHLEE 2k ~72
DTHDBN, D &-/), TADME A MHIBL, S FDI958FEIZEHE L7 “Over-Population was Pakistan’s No. 1
Problem” #Jk~, R L TWAZ ERFAEEZHT Tz,

K hH - TDL, b IHNEARBIIAHBLT, REKE, #HERKE L S2@ M ET oA« B L <
BRIFFSN, bhbhoROT2REL o, TSN, 0L, EHRRMAE LM GELe L, ToO%K
BRI T, B =5 EHMO 2 TROAEL O DL LTRY EF T2 EE - Tz, Tol
EAROE I LT TSR & LT LT D Tz 4 “social welfare” D7l l—302 8124 A
NENTNBENWIZ ETH D,

Pl B GHsN S, I 2 Tk Alhaj Abdullah Zaheer-ud-din Lal Mia & v~ 9 IR TE 2184 AE &
FHRREL & % 35 L7 KSR & 7 TG T bz, Hegii Islamic dreff 78k <4 % Dr, Fazalur
Rahman % “Religion and Plarmed Parenthood in Pakistan” & L Tk ~X72 8%, T2 % < DEM & i
BEHH Lo 2F N, #F A2 VOIHETH DA AT A ETHHEI L2726 LB b,

HITHEE N “Promotion of Family Planning in Japan, and Its Possible Implications” & {1 T4 L 72 23
EHTOBEMDB 2o 23 VRBGTHIE GG LdpDITid & L%%iwmkm‘%WT%WKﬂM@umhmmY
PLBEN & s, tEEHEBIN YN OFAE LR H D0 &0, FHEFEZER S NE, £S5 LTH A TR
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s Karachi sk2#0> Mr. 1. H. Qureshi »3% “Cultural Factors and Planned Parenthood in Pakistan” &
LT Lrey, SIS ORB S-S O MEER UT» & 5 TH 20, IFHEND o BRI T
Badhb o7o 7l EHiE study group N0 FOf7:N2ZDTHLHA, EHIKRDOMD, T72bhb,

(1) Motivation of Public Opinion and Mass Communication

(2) Government Role in an Effective Family Planning Programme

(3) Clinical Testing of Contraceptive Methods

(4) Cultural Patterns in Pakistan and the Problem of Population Quake
Tdhd, # LT study group (i -=->0» session (Zji, FNFHLd session TixI-oL) o) sub-
'Copim BRI N D Z &7 - Tinize

£ F T2 Z @ sub-topic 2 FIETIUSKNDE S TH Do
(zovermnent Role in an Effective Family Planning Programme
a. The Role of Government (Progress and Prospects)
How to Harness Medical Personnel in a Government Programime
The Role of Voluntary Agencies in a Family Planning Programme
Swedish Technical Assistance in the Family Planning Programme
Ford Foundation Technical Assistance in the Family Planning Programme
Administrative Difficulties in Inplementing the Family Planning Programme

g. Impelmentation of Government Programme

e 20 U

Motivation of Public Opinion and Mass Communication
a. The Difference in the Rural viz-a-viz Urban Approach in Mass Communication
Use of Volunteers
The Role and Function of Group Leaders
Customs and Public Opinion
The Role of Basic Democracies in the Implementation of a Family Planning Programme

Techniques in Practice of Mass Communication in Pakistan

” e &0 O

Group Versus Person to Person Approach
h. Techniques of Mass Communication that Might be Useful in a Family Planning Programme
Clinical Testing of Contraceptive Methods
a. History of and the Future Prospects for Intrauterine Devices
National Intra-uterine Device Study
Sterilization (male/female) An Evaluation

Contraceptive Techniques Specifically Oral Contraceptives

o o T

Evaluation of Contraceptive Techniques
f. Recent Advances in Family Planning

Cultural Pakistans in Pakistan and the Problem of Population Quake
a. Cultural Factors and the Propagation of Family Planning in the Pakistani Setting
b. Social Research Findings in Pakistan and their Bearing on Family Planning
c. The Need for Social Research
d

Can we Have Social Change Through Social Research ?
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