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Gerhard Mackenroth’s Population Theory (3)
Yuichi MINAKAWA

(Continued from No. 86)

In the fifth chapter the principles and some remarks of Mackenrotl’s population theory
will be reviewed in the sociological and demographic contexts. The main work here is
to discuss Mackenroth’s sociology of Awusdrucksverstehienn which constitutes the basic frame
of reference of his population theory.

In his theory of Ausdrucksverstehien Mackenroth laid emphasis on the following three
points: 1. Sinnverslehen of social phenomena; 2. the grasp of the irrational side of
meaning; 3. the grasp of meaning from the whole Gestalt.

The first point mentioned above is the emphasis on the dichotomy of sciences emphasizing
on the speciality of socio-cultural sciences and opposing a simple application of methods
of natural science to social facts.

The second point is the grasp of meaning as unconscious expression of human action
opposing the way of rationalistic grasp of meaning represented in Max Weber's gemeinte
Sinze. By the third point is meant the emphasis on the grasp of meaning from the whole
opposing the causal analysis of motives in individuals.

In the background of such bemphasis of Ausdrucksverstehien in Mackenroth's theory
there seems to be the dichotomy in Dilthey’s theory, understanding sociology of Max Weber,
psvchological theory of Klages and Sozia/stil theories.

The writer reviewced the relations of Mackenvoth's theory of Ausdiucksverstehen to

those theories.
(To be continued)
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A Brief Report on the “Seventh International
Conference on Planned Parenthood”

Nobuo SHINOZAKI

The writer participated in the Sceventh International Conference on Planned Parenthood
which was held in Singapore from 10th to 16th February 1963. There were 305 participants
from 40 countries and ferritories of various parts of the world.

The conference was inaugurated on the first day at the Victoria Theatre and the
main proceedings were held at the University of Singapore from 11th to 16th February.

The integral theme of the conference was “Changing Patterns in Fertility”, under which
enthusiastic debates were uttered throughout the sessions consisting of plenary and
specialist sessions and study groups.

Although the conference did not reach its final resolution and produce any appeal mess-
ages for the governments of respective countries, it was a valuable result of the conference
that the establishment of the Western Pacific Region of the International Planned Paren-
thood Federation was resolved by the governing body of the conference. The region is to
consist of China (Taiwan), Hong Kong, Japan and the Republic of Korea.

The writer took the chairmanship of a study group entitled “The Role of Abortion”at
which he made a comment on his general view that the idea of family planning should
be integrated into the transitional nature of the population problems in the present world.
That is to say there should be a wider perspective on family planning with due considera-

tion of world history.
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