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A Treatise on Sex Ratio in Population by Marital Status :
Marriage Squeeze and Widowhood

Shigemi Kono

This study deals with imbalances of sex ratio in population by marital status,
particularly focussing on two important demographic problems in Japan, that is,
the first relating to an excess of male population in marriageable ages and the
second relating to an excess of women in single, widowhood and divorce in the
middle and old ages.

Recently it was reported that sex ratios in the young population have increased
because of substantial reductions in infant and child mortarity. Even still, while
sex ratios of population for all marital statuses in the 20s and 30s are not terribly
higher than 100, those for the unmarried population were extremely high among
the population aged 20s and 30s. This paper attempts to disentangle some of
the mechanisms as to why such sex imbalances in marriageable ages have been
produced.

In the second section, an effort has been made to present another important area
of demography of populetion ageing in which the unmarried women, whether never
married, widowed or divorcad, are increasing in number and this would become a
very serious problem in Japan in view of the very rapid poulation ageing therein
and in view of widening gaps in life expectancies between males and females in
recent years.

Lastly, tables of family life cycle have been constructed for Japanese couples
for the periods 1920 to 1985, particularly spectifying lengths of widowhood and
widowerhood. It is interesting to note that the length of widowhood has increased
at least slightly at advanced ages of husbands and wives while the length tends to
decrease slightly rather than increase in the relatively young ages.
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An Analysis of Life Course Patterns in Japan :
Effect of Mortality and Nuptiality Changes btween 1965 and 1985

Shigesato TAkAHASHI

The population distribution in the types of marital life course has many social
and demographic implications. In this study, we examined the impact on the
marital life course patterns associated with mortality and nuptiality changes.

It can be considered various types of life courses for the path of individual life on
the process of family formation, growth and dissolution. We have conceptualized
four typical life course patterns distinguishing the following life cycle types :

1. NM : peoples who are never married in their whole life.

2. MD : peoples who are married at least once, but they are died before their
spouse’s death.

3. MW : peoples who are also married at least once, but they are experienced
their spouse’s death in the later stage of marital life.

4. MYV : peoples who are married, but they are eventually divorced.

We have constructed the marital-state life table for the year of 1965 and 1985
based on Japanese data. By using the marital-state life table, we examined the
sensitivity of the mortality and nuptiality changes on life course patterns. A few
remarks will be made from decompositional calculations :

(1) Increase of life expectations between 1965 and 1985 contributed to the centrali-
zation of population into the MW type in female and MD type in male in the life
course patterns.

() In contrast, increase of the first marriage age for male and female between
1965 and 1985 brought about the dispersion of life course patterns.

(3) Specially in male, it was observed that the proportion of population in NM type
of life course increased from 9.3 percent in 1965 to 18.0 percent in 1985.

(4) The nuptiality effect, involving upward trends in the mean age at first marriage
and divorce rate, is larger than the mortality effect on the life course patterns.
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A Study of Childbirth and Chid-rearing

from the Viewpoint of Family Functions
Eiko Nakano

Today in Japan, married couples have two children on the average, but the result
of Japanese National Fertility Survey has proved the fact that there are gaps
between the number of children they want to have and that of they intend to have.
However, the Survey has not clearly shown the reason why they do not plan to have
their third children which they really want to.

The purpose of this paper is to give some consideration on the problem of child-
birth and rearing-up from the viewpoint of family functions, which might reveal the
reason why Japanese couples do not plan to have children as many as they want.

Generally in Japan, working women retire from their jobs when they get married
or when they give birth to their first children, and get job again after they are
delivered of their second children. It has been recognized that this pattern has
now widely spread not only in the way of thinking but also in actual conditions
seen among married couples.

Quite a few housewives who have no jobs, being engaged in childbirth and rearing,
have strong desires to get jobs again after some intervals has been increasing and
will surely keep increaing year after year.

This phenomenon shows us the fact that Japanese married couples are giving the
highest priority to childbirth and rearing-up as one of the most important family
functions. And also it can be said that, since they value the tasks of rearing-up
more than anything else, they choose the course for wives to get jobs again as soon
as possible after they are given their second children.

Many housewives choose the course to return to their jobs because the socializa-
tion of family functions are now being developed in their family lives. Socialization
of family functions is seen, for example, in the situations that parents must buy a
lot of functions from the market in order to provide them to their children whom
they must bring up. Thus, eventually, housewives cannot but get jobs again as
early as possible to earn money in order to cope with the trend of socialization of
family functions.

From the reasons described above, it seems to be very difficult for married
couples in Japan to have as many children as they want in present situations. Since
the socialization of family functions will advance more and more from now on, we
must review and reflect on the important roles which childbirth and rearing play
in the society, and take mesures to afford sufficient social supports for married
couples in this important tasks.
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