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FOREWORD

Population research in Asia is now Lhanrotically and practi=-
cally confronted bv completely new lemOUSIOH never axpetrienced
in the .human hlstory &normousness of Aaian popu]atlon and
surpriging rate of increase should be duly one of the bagyest
task for mankind to cope with, - ‘ '

Many developing countries in Asia afe really plagued by
deépehing imbalance betwoeen high increase of popu]at1on and
food productive potenb!al.slow indushxiallzation Severe
criticisms and dubiousness about demographic transition hvpoth-
esis mostly based on western exveriences are emerghing from
exports of both developed and developing countries.

We mipght argue that migratiom mobility and urbanization
nlayed basically intermediary function in the acoélerating nro-
cess of demographic transition or economic~demographic moderni-
zation at least from the standpoinb of western experienoa
However, intrinsic in a sense and intricate function of thase
social~demographic phenomena has never been given prdper
attention and never studied at least intensively.

In promoting comprehensive undersnanding of nopulation
probleme in Asia and exploring feasibility of demographio
transition in developing countries, it may be sugpested that
researches and studies on internal migration and urbantaation
are necessary and effective, . ‘

/ A broad review of internal migration and urbanization in
Agia is attempted here, In addition to this, historical, much
more detailed study on\innarnal migranion..social mobility and
urbanization in Japan which should be taken up by us might bLe
hoped to contribute to encouraging comparativo snudles among
Asian countries \ ‘

Phis work_‘.ms conducted by Mr, Toshio KURODA, Ghief of the

Migration Research Division
February 1, 1949

Minoru TACHI. . Director
Institute of Ponulabion Problems
Minigtry of Health and walfar
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