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FOREWORD

_ The new and revised population estimates shown in the -

present monograph ére based on the complete 1955 census tabula-

tions of the population byrage and on the new assumptions of

future age-specific birth and death rates which are derived
 from their current trends. As indicated in the preﬁiously
.published monograph,‘the last population estimates carried by
the Ins%itute_of Population Problems'Werelbased on the one-
percent sample tabulations of the 1955 census. |

As far as Japan?ts féftility is conéerned, its behavior
héslbgeh rather qomplex in the recent years. The‘rapid decline
of crude birth rate after 1950 halted in 1957 when the birth
rate hit the lowest over recorded. From 1957 to 1958 the birth
rate increased appreciably but from 1958 to 1959 it declined
again slightly., Considering those unpredictable current'trehd
of fertility, it seoms extrémely diffiqﬁlt to make the iegjyi—
mate estimates of fubure populabion.’ ﬁoweﬁcr, in view of the
fact that three. years elapsed.since the last estimateslagd that
we had been strongly encouraged to sel up a new estimate b&
‘@reat demands coming from the governméntal‘agencies and private
g&mpanies, we ventured to undertake the task despite many

technical difficulties. The result appears in this monograph.




- It should be made cléar, therefére; the’presenﬁ population
estimates are "provisional! in the sense that they‘emplothha
provisional assumptions of future fertility and mortality |
behavior. -WhenQVer_bctter informotlon is available to us,

we will furbher revise the present estimates.

The details of thé assunption upon which the present
estimates for years from 1955 to 1970 are based are illustrat-
ed in the methodological note of this rePort. The population
 projections f&r yéars from 1970 to 2015 are simply‘pereeded
'by'holding constant the levels of fortility and mortality in
the year of 1970. The users of these projections are,
therefore, cautioned to mqk@ use of them vory carefully.

| The present mongraph is prepared by the stdffiof the
Second Research Division of the Institubte.. Th0>following
staff members participated in the planning and developmont of
the statlstical materials included in this r@poft:' Masao

Uoda, Chlef of the Sécond Resoarch Division, Hi.dehiko Hame.,

Chief of the Planning Soction, Shigemi Kono of the Planning

Saction and the Docunentalion Section,

Avgust 1, 1960 ' :

' Minorn Tachi, Director
Institute of Population Problems
Ministry of Health and Welfare
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IT Methodological Note

‘l. Date of estiméte: June 1, 1960

2. Time period of estimate: Ivery year between 1955 and

1970‘and every five years between 1975 andIZOlS as of
October 1. In the present population estimatles those for
every flve years are based on the assumption of holding
the 1970 levels of fertility and mortality constant,

3. Type of estimated population: De jure population by SOX ;
and age lncluding foreipgners.

4e Base Population: De jurec population by'ééx and age
based on the complete census enumeratlons for October 1,
1955.

Corrections in the apge distribution of the base
populatlon for each sex in 1955 are not pdrﬁicularly under-
takon here., Thfough the following tesbs, it‘might be able
to sa& falrly roasonably that. we have ﬁhe extremely good |
census statistics which do not indicate any appreciable
underenureration or-ane preference.

1. The values of the "proference index" in the
Japaneso cénsus population from 1920 through 1955 are
cxceedingly small as shown in Table (1). The concentration
off ages in specific términal diglte does nolt also appesy
in the Japanese census population.




o, According to the 'index of ooncehtration," the.ago
distribution in the Japanese census population does not
show concentrations in the ages ending O and 5 (rof.‘

Table (2))-

- 3, The underenumeration in each age from O through
3. in the Japanese census population does not exceed-the_
one-percent level as compared to the corrected population 1
obtained by the age adjustment applying the vital

~statisticse. Tﬁe underenumeration of thé total population
1s also known to be at 0.7 percent as its 1argos£ axtent.
5e pBasic Demographic Assuptions for the estim&teé:

(a) Birth rate The crude birth rate which had been
rapidly declihing'ainco 1950 was recovered Lo some exbent )
in 1958 and 1959. The age-specific fertility rates in
1958 showed, however, & different course of trends, in
which only two 5-yoar aﬁe groups 20 = 24 and 25 - 29
indicated upward trends and all the rest showed deoclines.
Considering ﬁhis‘situution, the assunptions concerning
the total Ffertility raboes and ape-specific Ffertillty rates
are stated as follows:

(1) The total fertility rate rising to a certain
level during the period of 1958 - 1959 returns to th@ 

1957 level in 1961, and thoreafter the ratc-ﬂOés down

L) 4 6.—--.




nore siole to 1965, making the maximum assumﬁtion of the
total fertility rato of 1.95 in 1965.

The minimum assumption ls adopled from the
preceding population estimates taking L1e6 as tobal fertili-

ty rate. The rabes in two assumpbions are keplt constant

during the period of 1965 « 1970,

(2) The ago-speclfilc fertility ratcs (f%) in two
age groups 20 - 24 and 25 ~ 29 reach the 1957 level in
1965, and those in the other flve opge proups 15 - 19,

30 = 34, 35 - 39, 40 - 4 and 45 ~ 49 tokeo o more rapld
falling tendency toward the lovel of 1965,

The ape-specilic rabes thus assuned in 1965 are.
used as addustment facbors by wvhich the actual are~specille
fertility rates are det@xwmnod_hotn in the moxlmum and
mivlam levels.
| The mediun assunption of age-spocilic fertllity
rates in 1965 1s the arithmetic mean of these two leovels
and the vates between 1960 and 1965 are inberpolated in
arithmatic sorieo. The rabes are Leoplt constant alter
1965.

(b) Death rate It ds assumed Lhat the morbdlity
robes by sox and age (qx) in "The 12th Abrldged Lidfe
Tabhlesh (April 1, 1958 « March 31, 1959) prepared Ly

4 7




The netltute of Population Problems go down in arlthmetlce
gorles to the expected mortality rates (qx) of 1970.

The expected mortality retes of 1970 are

oalbimatod congldoring the tondencles of death rates by

gox, apo and cause of doath both in Japon and fored i
counbirles.
(¢) Mlgrobtlon into and out of Japan is nogleotod

booouse of 1t noplliglbly small volume,
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Chart 1, Comparison of ‘Total RobPulation

with the Previous Hetimute
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