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On the Regional Differences of the Fertility in Japan.

Hiroshi KaAWABE

It is often pointed out that the trend of fertility as well as a level of fertility differes
by region within a nation. This paper attempts to show how the declining pattern of
the fertility differes by region, using a standerdized birth rates by prefecture for the
period of 1925 to 1960.

The main findings are as follow ;

(1) In the period of 1925 to 1930, the high fertility region (prefectures of north-eastern
part of Japan and the most southern prefectures in the Kyushu island) kept almost constant
level, while the low fertility region (Tokyo prefecture and prefectures in the western
part of main island) experienced a decline of fertility. Consequently in this period, the
regional discrepancies of the fertility by prefecture become bigger than before.

(2) In the period of 1930 to 1950, all prefectures achieved a remakable decline of fertility,
especially high fertility prefectures had a’shatp drop of fertility. Since the low fertility
prefectures had relatively small drop of fertility, the regional differences of the level of
become small.

(3) The former low fertility region stopped to drop its fertility in the period of 1950 to
1955 and the most of prefecutures of high fertility stopped in the period of 1955 to 1960.
Some prefectures which had highest level continued to decline their fertility up to around

- 1970.
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