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An Analysis of Population Reproduction Structure

— With Special Reference to Its Regional Difference —
Yoichi Oxazaxki

The Japanese fertility is decling since 1974 and her population reproductive capacity
is under replacement level. Part one of this paper is devoted to examine statistically the
process of declining fertility in terms of age-specific fertility, age-specific marriage rates,
marital fertilities, age-birth-order fertilities. In addition an international comparison
between Japan and West Germany in recent years is attempted. - According to our
examination, age-specific fertilities particularly among 20-24, 25-29 and 30-34 years of age
are declining, decline of marital fertilities is more significant than marriage rates in
declining fertility in general, also decline of first and second order child fertilities in mothers
under 30 years and decline of second and third and over child fertilities of mothers over
30 years are significant. As for comparison between Japan and West Germany, the most
remarkable difference is fertility of women of 25-29 years old. In West Germany fertility
declined in each age group in recent ten years, keeping the same pattern of age-specific
fertility but it can not be assumed that the Japanese fertility will decline with the same
pattern as Germany’s in future because Japan has a specially high fertility in women of
25-29 years old and Japanese couple has a strong intention to have at least two children
even today.

Part two of this paper is devoted to examine population reproductive structure by
region with a particular purpose to make clear the difference of the structure between
prewar and postwar periods. Presenting the results in short, in prewar period there was
an essential difference that rural areas had so high reproductive capacity of population
that despite outflow of population these areas could continue to supply their population
to urban areas without any damage to population reproductive capacity, on the contrary
in postwar period both urban and rural fertilities have declined to almost replacement
level and not only urban areas but also rural areas have become weak in reproduction of
their populations. There are several prefectures in rural regions which show under
replacement level of fertility.

Part three is regarded as a supplement to Part two, presenting stable population
age compositions of a typically urban prefecture (Tokyo) and a typically rural prefecture
(Iwate) in 1930 and 1975. By looking at the charts of stable population it will be evident
how essential changes took place between prewar and postwar times.

As a conclusion a very short comment for the future of Japanese fertility is presented
that under such circumstances it will be difficult to assume the Japanese fertility will
recover in near future without unprecedented significant changes in socio-economic

conditions.



