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Development and Migration of the Local
Community of Ohi-machi

Keiko WAKABAYASHI

Ohi-machi is a small town in the western part of Kanagawa Prefecture, about 70 km
west of Tokyo. Ohi-machi had been maintaining its existence solely as a farming
village chiefly engaged in the cultivation of rice, oranges, tobacco, etc, with the
population of only 6,500 until in 1965.

The main office of the Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Co. has been located in the
center of Tokyo. The company decided to move its main office to Ohi-machi in
1960, purchased a site as extensive as 704,000 m? on a hill that commands a splendid
view of Mt. Fuji to the northwest, and moved in the spring of 1968. In Japan, the
main office of enterprises of a nation-wide scale are mostly concentrated in Tokyo,
therefore this removal should be regarded as an epoch-making trial.

Ten years ago, we researched Ohi-machi precisely because it was presumed shortly to
experience these changes, in order to clarify the social changes between a rural and
a developed community. In 1975, we repeated the same investigation of the change
in this community and the change of life and aftitude of the inhabitants. This
report is on migration and structure of population.

Certainly, the moving of this main office to Ohi-machi brought about the following
social changes. The moving of Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Co. with its about
2,000 employees into Ohi-machi might raise the social standard in this local community.
However, not all of them moved to Ohi-machi. Not only a few employees commute
to the main office at Ohi-machi from their residence in Tokyo or its suburbs.
Consequently, population of employees who moved to Ohi-machi don't increase against
our expectations.

In addition, the expressway from Tokyo to Nagoya passed through Ohi-machi and
interchange line constructed in 1969. Furthermore, the construction of this expressway
and its interchange station brought to Ohi-machi a great deal of establishment of
new factories and construction of houses for the commuting workers in the districts
along the expressway and consequently influence the growing tendency toward a
larger town,
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