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Projections of the Number of Households for Japan, 1970-2000
Projected in January 1977

Tatsuya Iton and Chizuko YamamoTo

This report gives figures for one series of estimation during 1971-1974 and three
series of projections to 2000 of the number of households and average household size in
the Japan. The results and technical notes are given bellow.

1. Increase in Households

One series of estimations and three series of projections of the number of households
are shown in table 2. These differ in their assumptions as to the headship rates in each
age groups.

The total number of households in Japan has increased very rapidly in the last
few decades, from 18 million in 1955 to 32 million in 1975 as shown table 1. According
to the medium series of projection, the total number of households will grow to 39.4
million by 1985, representing an increase of 7.2 million over the 32.3 million at the 1975
Population Census, and to 45.3 millon by 2000.

At the same time, the number of ordinary households that constituted 97 percent of
the total number of households in 1975, has rapidly increased four-fifths of the number
of households in 1955. The number of ordinary households will continue to increase but
the annual rate of growth tends to decline from 2.1 percent during 1975-1985 to 1.0
percent during 1985-1995 as shown table 1. This is affected by a results of past decline
in the number of births starting in the 1950's.

The growth in the number of households by age of heads can be attributed to the
increase of population by age and to the rise of proportion of households heads. General
speaking, main cause of households increase in the period 1955-2000 is population growth.
About three-fourths of total household increase in the period 1955-1970 is due to increase
of adult population, and 17 percent of total increase in the same period is due to rise of
headship rate.

2. Future Trends of average households size

The aver age household size was arround 5 persons in the pre-war period and 4.97 in
both 1950 and 1955. These number has decline very rapidly from 4.54 in 1960 and reached
to 3.47 in 1975. Such decline is affected by the decline in the number of children per a
household due to decline in the birth rate, and by the increase in the number of young
persons who leave their parental home to set up their own households. According to the
medium projection, the aver age household size will be 3.17 in 1985 and 3.00 in 2000.

3. Technical Notes

This household projection was made by the headship rate method. These number
were based on extrapolations of the changes in the marital status and the proportion of
heads of households, by age, sex and marital status and on recently projected popula-
tion growth.



