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Urban Fertility of Recent Japan; as Measured by
Child-Woman Ratio

Hiroshi KAWwABE

The recent population census of Japan includes a special tabulation based on the
areal unit called DID, which is supposed to have urban characteristics. The purpose of
this paper is to measure the differential fertility by region, such as rural and urban
as well as between urban areas, utilizing child-woman ratios culculated from the 1970
census data as a measure of fertility.

The main findings are as follow; (1) the standerdized child-woman ratios show a
clear difference of fertility between rural and urban areas of Japan as well as between
rural and urban areas within a prefecture, being higher in rural than in urban. (2) But
the standerdized child-married woman ratio shows that, though the fertility is higher in
rural area than urban in general, ten prefectures have a lower level of fertility in rural
than urban. (3) High fertility is observed in the rurl areas of some prefectures in
Kyushu and Okinawa as well as in both rural and urban areas in Tokyo and Osaka
metropolitan regions. (4) Though the level of fertility of urban areas tends rise as the
population decrease, individual urban areas do not necessarily follow to this general
tendency. (5) There are clear regional differences of fertility level in the city of Tokyo,
being highest in the region where rapid development of built-up area proceeded and
lowest in the region where the population and small houses are heavily concentrated.



