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Report of the Sixth Fertility Survey in 1972,
No. 16 — Analysis of the Third Child

Hisao Aok1 and Masako IKENOUE

In this No. 16 report concerning the results of the 6th Fertility Survey conducted
in June 1972 by the Institute of Population Problems, observation was made on the
distribution of couples by number of children ever born or children wanted to add in
future, especially on the problem of the occurrence of the 3rd birth.

The mode of the distribution of couples by number of children ever born whose
wives were 35 to 39 years old was at 2, and the proportion of them who had 3 children
and over was 30%. The comparable figures were at 6 and 72% in the 1st survey of
pre-war period (1940), at 5 and 65% in 1950 census, and at 4 and 5727 in 1960 census.

Comparing the proportion of couples who had 3 children and over by their residence,
occupation and educational background, it was higher in rural area, agricultural and
forestry workers, and lowly educated couples.

The parity progression ratio of the 3rd child was also discussed by age of wives
and social strata.

In the wives aged from 25 to 34 years old (so they are now in reproductive pro-
cess), the average number of existing children was 1.65, and the proportion of the 3rd
child and over was 13%. The average number of of children wanted to add in future
was 0.77, and the proportion of wanting 3 children and over was 5%. So the potential
average number of children at last will be 2.43 and the potential proportion of having
3 children and over will be 43%, if their desire is realized.

The orders of potential number of children by social strata are largely parallel to
that of ever born number, but the potential number of children in highly educated
couples is pretty large when compared with the number of ever born children of their

senior.



