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Incidence of Anencephaly in Japan: Maternal Age, Birth
Order, Seasonal Variation and Social Class Effects

Yoko IMA1zUMI and Fusami MiTA

The present paper deals with the - statistical analysis on anencephaly, using death
records in entire Japan for 1969-1974 inclusive.

There are two sources of data available for the present analysis. First, data consisting
of 5228 fetal deaths with anencephaly reported‘during the period 1969 to 1974 inclusive
have been obtained from the fetal death certificate records kept at the Ministry of
Health and Welfare. Second, data consisting of 381 postnatal deaths with anencephaly
reported during 1969 to 1974 and taken from the death certificate records kept at the
Ministry of Health and Welfare were utilized in this study.

The results obtained are the following.
In mothers aged over 25, the incidence is higher in the first birth than the second

birth. After the second birth, the incidence increases with birth order in any age groups.
A clear seasonal variation was seen in the incidence of anencephaly, and a positive
association between occupation of the head of household and incidence was observed.
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