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Special Issue

ECON OMIC-SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT AND
POPULATION PROBLEMS IN JAPAN

Foreword

The Seventh internal symposium of the Institute of Population Problems was
held for three days, 29-31 October, 1975. There are several different features between
the Seventh and Sixth held in 1973. The first is the main theme of the Symposium.
Previous one was the “Trends of Migration and Their Implications in Japan” which
placed emphasis on a specific topic. On the contrary, however, population problems
were taken up in broad context of economic, social environment by the Seventh.
Secondly, the Seventh was characteristic in the sense that it was exclusively organized
by a junior staff group. Thirdly, each reporter of the junior staff group attempted an
interdisciplinary approach to the Symposium theme, because their majors are sodiversified,
sociology, law, geography, statistics and urban engineering. The fourth, three days
were scheduled for the symposium against two days for the previous one. The
agenda is shown as follows.

29 October (Wed.) p.m. 1:00-5:00
Chairman : Toshio Kurobpa
Chairman’s address
Sub-theme I : Population Problems Viewed from the Age
“Elderly and Employment” Takeharu KANEXO
“Estimation on Aged Population, by Marital Status”
Tatsuya Iton

Commenter ' Kiichi YAaMacucHI
Discussion
30 October (Thurs.) p.m. 1:00-5:00 ,
Chairman . Toshio Kuropa

Sub-theme II : Family and Population Problems
“Inheritance System and Old People’s Care among Farmers in the
Post-War Japan” .
Yoshikazu WATANABE
“Family Composition of the “Aged Household” and Geographical

Mobility”

Hiroaki SumMizu
Commenter Shigeru HavyasHi
Discussion



Sub-theme 10 : Environment and Population Quality
«Child Mortality and Morbidity due to Accidents”
Kiyoshi HirosHIMA
Commenter ' Hidehiko Hama
Discussion

31 October (Friday) p.m. 1:00-5:00
Chairman Hisao AOKI
Sub-theme IV : Regional Development and Population Problems

“Regional Development and Migration” Keiko WAKABAYASHI
“Industrial Location and Regional Population” Hirotoshi SHIBATA
Commenter Yoichi OkAzAKI
Discussion

General Discussion

Detailed contents of speakers are shown in the following articles contributed by
each reporter and also by commenters.

All topics dealt by speakers are very important demographic - socioeconomic
problems confronting the present Japan. Needless to say that they are so complicate
to understand reciprocal relationships between population and socio-economic, environ-
mental variables. However, I would like to pay much respects to those who made
tremendous efforts to make the symposium successful, and also do hope that young
staff’ s initiative and experience to organize the symposium can be a good motivation
for their advancement.

Toshio KURroDA
Director



