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Recent Change of Internal Migratiton in Japan

Yoichi OKAzZAKI

Trends of internal migration in the postwar period in Japan have shown several
different stages corresponding to demographic, economic, and social situations. In very
recent years a new stage of migration movements seems to be beginning. For example,
a preliminary report of the 1975 Population Census gives us an information that only
five prefectures lost their population during five years since the previous census, while
twenty prefectures had lost their population during the previous five years. In addition,
rates of depopulation in these prefectures remarkably declined in recent years. Also
several studies show that return migrations of youth and middle age population from
metropolitan areas are gradually increasing. These are only examples which make
clear changing pattern of internal migrationv in recent years.

Particularly since the economic depression originated by the oil shock in 1973, a
drastic change of migration streams occurred. But the most essential is to study
these changes of migration movement from a view point of interrelationships between
volume and rate of migration on the one hand and demographic, economic, social factors
on the other hand. Because of limitations of data, it is rather difficult to attempt this
kind of interretation analysis. ’I‘his paper is an attempt to try indirect explanations of
changing pattern of migration by using available data compiled by some agencies.

Part I is devoted to an analysis of iri—migration and out-migration rates by prefecture
by the data of residence registrations. Part II deals with the interrelationships between
migration rates and income-differentials. Part III deals with migration of graduates
from middle and high schools which are most mobile groups. Finally Part IV is devoted
to an explanation of changing distribution of job opportunities among prefectures and
their relation to changing migration pattern.
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