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A Note on the Recent Population
Problems of the World and Japan
Hidehiko HAMA ’

Influence of population changes on the economic and social situations should be
discussed on a long-range and persistent observation. Particularly the conspicuous popu-
lation changes which were raised after World War II both in the World and Japan
would be required to investigate over one or two generations in relation to socio-eco-
nomic conditions. _ ’

Frorn this point of view, this paper deals with two basic problems, one is the sig-
nificance of the 1974 World Population Conference at Bucharest including a reference to
“Limits to Growth” by the MIT team and another is population redistribution problem
in Japan as viewed from a densely inhabited society. '

In the World Population Conference, the proposai to establish a common target for

-controlling fertility was substantially deleted in spite of the support by a large number
-of Western aed Asian countries including Japan. The controversial points are:
(1) waste of resources is a problem of the industrialized countries, (2) developing
-countries are now planning to utilize their own resources, (3) solution of population
‘problems need a new international economic order, (4) lowering of fertility should
‘be connected with modernization of society, and (5) each country holds its ()wnvpo-
pulation policy.

With these opinions, it could be said the understanding of hxstorxcally and mter~
nationally controlled relationships between developed and developing countries should
- :always be fundamental to any discussions on one hand, and in spite of that the mutual
‘ -cooperatxon on the global scale between developed and developing countries in every
:stage of development should be considered on the other hand.

As for population problems in Japan, though low fertility has been reached, rela-
‘tively large national populatibn as a whole in connection with high density is becoming
serious from the viewpoints of extremely concentrated population to the metropolitan
-areas and confusion of land use in the narrow and limited flat land.

In very recent times, rural-urban migration as a whole is decreasing and particu- ‘
larly the main citis where local government is located are absorbing population. More-
-over, young people who are growing in the metropolitan areas may hold a broad range
-of possibilities of their own to select their job and residence including local areas. In
this point, we can expect a new stage of urbanization.

However, a great number of local cities, towns and villages have already lost a large
‘proportion of young people, and in addition, the depression in 1974-75 may cut econ-
-omic activities particularly in the local areas. Therefore, development planning for pro-
-moting. population redistribution including dispersion of factories and universities sh.-
«ould be adopted in connection with the new stage of urbanization. |
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