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Changing Process of Households in a Decade
in Selected “Kaso” Areas

Sumiko UcHino

1. It is about ten years since so-called “Kaso-Mond4i”-problems in areas affected by
rapid depopulation-has been serious concern of the governments, central and local. In
1970, the “Kaso-ho”-act concering counter‘measures of solving Kaso-Mondai-was enacted. '

2. One of the effective ways to find out real situation in Kaso areas may be to make
clear changiug prrocess of households in these areas paticularly because the households
are expected to directly cheng due to heavy out-migzation. '

3. Four villages were selected from Shimane and Kochi prefectures that are characterized
by drastic lout-migration, and about 300 households each were surveyed in 1970. A
retrospective question was made in order to exarmine changing structure of each
household by asking household structure a decade ago. By such a kind of “household
cohort” method, we can trace back changing process of households in ten years 1964~
1974, when out-migration considerably accelerated. ‘ -

4. In general, it may be concluded that not only population aging but also “houlehold
aging” is taking place rapidly in a sense that many nuclear and large families ‘shifted
to families composed of only elder people in ten years. ‘
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