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The Biological Basis of the Human Population
Kazumasa KoBAvasH!

This paper was prepared on the basis of a lecture delivered by the author at an
intra-office seminar on population of the Institute of Population Problems in 1970. The
paper is a general introduction to a fundamental conceptualization of the human population
from the viewpoint of biology and anthropology, in other words, in the context of
comparative demography and evolutionary demography. Emphasis is ‘placed on the
uniqueness of human demographic phenomena rooted in that of biological characteristics
of man.

The major topics dealt with are relationships between the species, the population and
the individual, and the biological nature of human life cycle as the background of human
population reproductivity.



